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City of Carbondale, Illinois

Fourteen Carbondale Businesses Receive
Downstate Small Business Stabilization Grant

www.explorecarbondale.com

Mayor’s Corner

Mayor John M. Henry
Fourteen small businesses in Carbondale
recently received tens of thousands of
dollars as part of the Downstate Small
Business Stabilization Grant Program! Sally
Carter (pictured above), the owner of
Hangar 9, says she recently deposited a
$25,000 check into their general account
to be used for bills, like mortgage
payments and insurance. "Having
opportunities for funding through the
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) and
the Downstate Small Business Stabilization
(DSBS) grant has made all the difference!"
said Carter. She says if it weren't for grant

Carbondale City Council
Meeting Schedule
March 2021
March 9 at 6 p.m.
March 23 at 6 p.m.
*Meetings will be held remotely. For
information on attending, visit
explorecarbondale.com
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funds and a City employee's help, her bar
might not have reopened.
Although she is extremely grateful for the
financial assistance, Carter explained that
filling out grant applications has been a
cumbersome process. She credits the City
of Carbondale's Economic Development
Director, Steven Mitchell, for helping her
apply. She says Mitchell kept her informed
about available grants and made sure her
application was correct before they sent it
off. "He has been super helpful in keeping
me informed about money that is
available…
(Continued on Page 2)

and Jackson County
answered health experts'
call to take this pandemic
seriously. As we approach
the first anniversary of the
stay-at-home order in
Illinois, I am pleased to say
that more than 13,000
Jackson County residents
have received at least one
dose of the COVID-19
vaccine.

This month, the health
Dear Carbondale,
department will be
administering vaccines from
Like cities across the nation
Moderna, Pfizer, and
and world, this year,
Johnson & Johnson. Having
Carbondale faced
three vaccines available is
unprecedented challenges.
an extraordinary step in the
Since last spring, the City
right direction. When it is
has navigated significant
your turn, I urge you to roll
changes to the budget, with
up your sleeve. While we
tax revenues falling around
still have a long way to go,
1.5 million dollars due to the
there is no doubt our efforts
pandemic. As you would
are paying off.
expect, we have made
allowances for the revenue
losses and have gone
Sincerely,
through every category of
our budget for the
John "Mike" Henry
upcoming fiscal year and
Mayor of Carbondale
adjusted accordingly. The
City is trending close to
what we budgeted for;
however, the year ahead
will still come with
obstacles.
Despite the difficulties, I am
proud of how Carbondale

THOUSANDS VACCINCATED FOR
COVID-19 AT THE CIVIC CENTER

(Continued from Page 1 ) ...how to go about
applying for it, and helping me fill out the
applications," said Carter.
Brad Weiss (pictured above), owner of the
Furniture King, also received funding through the
DSBS program to make up for lost revenue. "Like
most businesses, we were closed for a couple of
months at the beginning of 2020. After that goes
on, you start realizing how devastating that is to
an ongoing business, and we have twenty-plus

The Carbondale Civic Center is currently operating as a mass
vaccination site for the Jackson County Health Department. The
City is honored to assist the health department, State of Illinois,
and Illinois National Guard in this effort. So far, more than 3,000
doses of the COVID-19 vaccine have been administered at the
Civic Center, and every day more people are scheduling their
appointment! Nurses have been vaccinating those eligible in
groups 1a and 1b - which includes first responders, residents aged
65 and older, and residents aged 16 to 64 with underlying
conditions. Out of state residents can only be vaccinated at an
Illinois site if they live in Illinois and bring proof of employment.
Since the mass vaccination sites' opened, our community has
welcomed hundreds from central and northern Illinois who
traveled to Carbondale to receive their first dose!
If you are eligible, you can make an appointment to receive the
vaccine at jchdonline.org.
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Employee Spotlight
Zach Brown

employees," said Weiss. Weiss says while his
store was closed, he began applying for available
grants. He showed off a nearly three-inch-thick
folder of documents and explained that applying
for financial assistance became his full-time job.
Weiss also credits Mitchell with guiding him
through the application process. "We probably
wouldn't have received the grant if it weren't for
Steve," said Weiss.

We are proud to highlight the kind and always helpful
Firefighter/EMT-B, Zach Brown! Zach has worked for
the Carbondale Fire Department for five years and says
one of his favorite parts of the job is seeing the
children's faces light up when they see the firetruck.
Zach says his proudest work accomplishment has been
helping train fellow Carbondale firefighters to become
certified emergency medical responders. He says,
"knowing I played a role in bettering our department
and improving protection for citizens of Carbondale
was a very rewarding feeling."
FUN FACTS: When Zach isn't working, he enjoys
spending time with his family or keeping himself in tiptop shape by lifting weights and long-distance running!
He also enjoys fishing and hunting with his father. If he
could learn to do anything, it would be to play the
violin as well as his sister.

From Tom Davenport, President

FEBRUARY 9


City staff reviewed and discussed the remaining balances of funding for Carbondale Main Street,
Carbondale Tourism, and Carbondale Community Arts. Funds were reduced in FY2021 due to the
pandemic.



The City Council approved a policy developed by staff to extend the COVID leave benefit that was
created in the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA) passed by Congress in March, 2020. The
FFCRA entitled employees a maximum of 80 hours sick leave due to COVID that could also be used to
care for themselves or for a family member. The benefit expired on December 31 and staff
recommended extending it as there is still a risk for employees and their families to contract the
coronavirus. The approved policy does require employees to receive the COVID vaccination in order to
accept the benefit.



The State of Illinois made it legal in 2019 to sell recreational cannabis and as such, the city welcomed
Consume to the business community last year. The law allows municipalities to impose a municipal
cannabis retail tax on applicable businesses up to 3%. The Council originally approved a 2% rate but
elected to increase the rate to 3% which will become effective on July 1.

FEBRUARY 23


The Mayor issued a proclamation affirming the Carbondale Police Department’s commitment to the
NAACP’s “10 Shared Principles” which advocates for smarter, results-based criminal justice policies to
keep our community safe and to help end racial disparities at all levels of the criminal justice system.



The Council approved the purchase of a vehicle bay exhaust system for Fire Station #1 on E. College
Street. The Fire Department obtained a grant from the US Department of Homeland Security for the
system which when complete will safely ventilate vehicle exhaust from the fire station bays.



A new labor agreement between the City and the International Association of Firefighters Local 1961 was
approved. The new contract is for three years and begins May 1. The City agreed to 6.5% in raises over
the three year agreement.



The Council approved for parking to be added to Old West Main, adjacent to Turley Park. As parking is
limited for residents using the park, the addition will add 13 spaces which will be paint striped later this
spring.
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The Carbondale Chamber of Commerce is pleased
to announce the return of our annual Golf
Scramble on June 4, 2021. The location will be
announced during March along with other specific
information. Chamber members are encouraged to
form their teams and be ready to play and
compete. Below are golfers from one of our
previous Golf Scrambles.

The Saluki Pride Committee continues to support
Saluki athletics along with other SIU departmental
teams and organizations. Go Dawgs Go!
The Carbondale Chamber of Commerce is pleased
to host Mr. Todd Maisch, President/CEO of the
Illinois
Chamber of Commerce at our March 16, 2021,
Zoom membership noon meeting. Mr. Maisch will
present legislative information from Springfield and
a discussion of other initiatives of the Illinois
Chamber of Commerce of which the Carbondale
Chamber is a member. Please join us. If you are
not already a member you may join this meeting
for free by contacting the Carbondale Chamber of
Commerce via email at
info@carbondalechabmer.com
During March, the Chamber of Commerce
distributed notepads promoting the Ambassadors
Committee. If you did not receive a notepad and
would like one, please email us at
info@carbondalechamber.com and we will be
pleased to mail you one.

Glorious Galas to Cozy Gatherings

Focusing on Diversity and Equity

Your event can come to life.

Highlighting the work of the City’s Diversity and Compliance Officer

Whatever the occasion, we have the space you need
Offering the latest state-of-the-art services, allowing you to
conduct successful and efficient meetings, along with
eloquent and beautiful receptions.

Alicia Jackson wears many hats as the City's
Diversity and Compliance Officer. She trains
employees on policy, works to recruit minority
police officers, and also ensures that every
person who applies for a job with the City has an
equal opportunity at employment, to name a
few.
Recently, Jackson helped develop a program
called “5 on 5.” She explained how the program
was created to help bridge the gap between law
enforcement and the community. To facilitate
open and honest conversation, five community
members and five Carbondale Police Officers
gather with the mission to better understand
each other, strengthen relationships, and find
solutions. The conversation is led by moderator
Gerald Edwards. Edwards is a retired police
officer, the CPD’s Community Resource Officer,
and an active member of the community.
Jackson says Edwards has helped take the
conversation to the next level.
“With his sense of humor and with him being a
retired police officer as well as an African
American male, he is able to relate to both sides.
He is able to pull out things from individuals that
they might not necessarily feel comfortable
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saying to make the conversation real,” explained
Jackson.
If you are interested in taking part in a 5 on 5
conversation, email Jackson at
ajackson@explorecarbondale.com. Each month,
five different community members will talk with
five different CPD officers about issues facing the
nation and Carbondale, and together they will
work to find solutions.
Jackson said the City is also in the beginning
stages of developing an Inclusion Task Force
(ITF). “They will provide feedback on policy,
procedure, and how we provide services and
resources. They will offer insight to help us best
serve our community,” said Jackson. The ITF will
be made up of individuals from all walks of lifeand from a wide range of industries, including
education, medical, and banking. Jackson says to
keep your eye out for a survey on social media in
the coming weeks. The survey will help this
newly formed group develop a plan. "We are
going to take the most important issues that
Carbondale faces and see what we can do to
either make it better, bridge the gap, or educate
people on ways to make it better," said Jackson.

AT THE HEART OF CARBONDALE

THE CARBONDALE CIVIC CENTER
618.457.3209
www.explorecarbondale.com

WHAT’S GOING ON IN

The Carbondale Police Department, in collaboration with the
Carbondale NAACP, adopted the 10 Shared Principles—
which aim to better the relationship between law
enforcement and the community.

Human Resources Manager, Tara Brown, loads a box of produce
and dairy into a vehicle at the Pandemic Relief Food Distribution
event at the Banterra Center. More than 600 boxes of food were
given to those in need! Thank you, Laborers Union Local 773, The
Laborers' Care Foundation, and Cusumano & Sons for making this
event possible!
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This hard-working team of snow plow drivers worked more
than 403 hours of overtime during our recent snow events!
They spread more than 290 tons of salt and 4.65 tons of
calcium to keep our roads as safe as possible.

The Carbondale Warming Center received a $10,000 check
from Church Women United. This donation will help the
Warming Center continue their mission of providing
essential services to guests.

WHAT’S GOING ON IN

Crews are making quick progress on the Chautauqua
McLafferty Roundabout! They are currently in Phase 2,
which is the construction of the Chautauqua legs of the
roundabout. They expect the work will be finished in April.

Carbondale Firefighters took advantage of the cold weather in
February and practiced their ice and water rescue training!
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As part of the Fifth Grade Fire Prevention Program,
Carbondale firefighters talked with students at Lewis
Elementary School! They answered questions and took
students on a virtual tour of the station.

Welcome to the Carbondale Police Department, Officer
Aaron Webb! Webb transferred to our department with
eight years of experience. His wife, Angela, joined him at the
swearing in ceremony. Make sure to say hello when you see
him around Carbondale!

March is Severe Weather Preparedness Month
Believe it or not, warm weather soon will
return. As exciting as that sounds, warmer
temperatures also mean an increased potential
for severe thunderstorms, tornadoes and
flooding.
Before Severe Weather


Review your family emergency plan with your
family so everyone knows what they should do.



Stock your emergency kit fully and make sure your
family knows where it is. Be prepared to be selfsufficient for at least three days (72 hours).



Establish a safe zone in your home and place of
work (preferably in the basement or in a small
interior room or hallway). Make sure everyone
knows where to go for shelter.









Have an all hazards weather radio with battery
backup. These radios can be programmed to receive
alerts for specified counties to keep you and your
family apprised of impending weather and postevent information for all types of hazards.
Download the free FEMA mobile app that provides
fast and reliable weather alerts from the NWS. The
app can be tailored to offer alerts nationwide and
can also help you locate open shelters and disaster
resource centers near you in the event of an
emergency.
Like us on Facebook at Carbondale Office of
Emergency Management, and follow us on Twitter
at @CarbondaleEMA for local notifications.

Listen to a battery-powered all hazards weather
radio or local radio or television stations for
updated information.



Be alert to rapidly-changing weather conditions.
Watch for signs of a possible tornado:



A dark, often greenish sky



A wall cloud, particularly if it is rotating



Large hail, which is often produced by the same
storms that produce tornadoes



A loud roar, similar to the sound of a freight train



Tornadoes may occur and be visible near the
trailing edge of a thunderstorm



Keep an eye on the sky. Look for darkening skies,
flashes of light or increasing wind. Listen for the
sound of thunder.





Telephone lines and metal pipes can conduct
electricity. Unplug appliances. Avoid using a
landline telephone or any electrical appliances.

After the Severe Weather Passes

Tornadoes may also be embedded in rain and not
visible
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Continue listening to your weather radio and local
radio and television stations for updated
information.



Stay away from storm-damaged areas. Access any
damage to your home or immediate surroundings.
Be aware of any potential hazards such as ruptured
gas lines, structural damage to your home, downed
electrical lines, and localized flooding.

Avoid taking a bath or shower, or running water for
any other purpose.



Turn off the air conditioner. Power surges from
lightning can overload the compressor, resulting in
a costly repair job.



Draw blinds and shades over windows. If windows
break due to objects blown by the wind, the shades 
will prevent glass from shattering into your home.



Go to your pre-identified safe zone to protect
yourself from glass and other flying objects. If
possible, seek shelter under a piece of large, sturdy
furniture, such as a large table or workbench, to
protect from falling debris or flying objects. Stay
away from windows. Do not open them.

If you can hear thunder, you are close enough to
the storm to be struck by lightning. Go to safe
shelter immediately!



If you are in the woods, go to a safe building. Make
sure it is fully enclosed with a roof and four walls.
Tents, shelters, pavilions, or dugouts will not keep
you safe.

Get out of areas subject to flooding. This includes
dips, low spots, canyons, washes, etc. Do not
attempt to cross flowing streams.



Never try to walk, swim, drive, or play in flood
water. You may not be able to see how fast the
flood water is moving or see holes or submerged
debris.



Be especially cautious at night when it is harder to
recognize flood dangers.



Do not attempt to drive through a flooded road.
The depth of water is not always obvious. The road
bed may be washed out under the water, and you
could be stranded or trapped.



Do not drive around a barricade. Barricades are
there for your protection. Turn around and go
another way!

If Caught Outside


Remain in your safe zone or shelter until the storm
has passed. Stay alert for new storms that may
follow.







If you cannot get to a safe building, get in a safe,

hard-topped vehicle. Roll up the windows, close the
doors and avoid all metal surfaces.

Rapidly rising water may engulf the vehicle and its
occupants sweeping them away. Vehicles can be
swept away by as little as 2 feet of water.



If you are boating or swimming, get to land and find 
shelter immediately!



Go to a low-lying, open place away from trees,
poles, or metal objects. If you’re caught in the
open, lightning often hits the tallest object which
could be you in an open field.

Children should NEVER play around high water,
storm drains, viaducts, or arroyos. It is very easy to
be swept away by fast-moving water.

Monitor weather forecasts before you go on a trip
or spend an extended period of time outdoors.

When a Storm Approaches






Make sure the place you pick is not subject to
flooding.



Get low to the ground, on the balls of your feet in a
crouching position. The goal is to get as low as
possible, while minimizing your contact with the
ground. Place your hands on your knees with your
head between them. Make yourself the smallest
target possible.



Do not lie flat on the ground - this will make you a
larger target!



If you come upon a flowing stream where water is
above your ankle, STOP! Turn around and go
another way. Climb to higher ground. If it’s moving
swiftly, even water 6 inches deep can knock you off
your feet. Many people are swept away wading
through flood waters, resulting in injury or death.

This information brought to you by the Illinois
Emergency Management Agency and the City of
Carbondale Office of Emergency Management.
For more information on severe weather, please
contact the City of Carbondale Office of
Emergency Management at 457-3245.

WE ARE SOCIAL
Like us, Follow us, Watch us, Talk to us
@CarbondaleCity (Facebook)
@CarbondaleIL (Twitter)
@CityofCarbondaleGovernment (YouTube)

Visit us online: explorecarbondale.com
Community Resource Directory
Water/Sewer/Refuse
City of Carbondale…………………………….(618) 457-3265
Emergency Hotline ………………………...…(618) 529-1731

Electricity
CITY OF CARBONDALE
200 South Illinois Avenue
P.O. Box 2047
Carbondale, Illinois 62902—2047
(618) 549-5302
The Carbondale Communique is written by the City of Carbondale
to provide residents and businesses with municipal news.
For more information on City Government visit:
www.explorecarbondale.com

John M. Henry, Mayor

Ameren Illinois …………………………….… (888) 789-2477
Egyptian Electric …………………….……..…(618) 684-2143

Jessica Bradshaw, Councilwoman

Natural Gas

Jeff Doherty, Councilman

Ameren Illinois ………………….…………... (888) 789-2477

Lee Fronabarger, Councilman
Tom Grant, Councilman

Frontier Communications …………………. (877) 461-4088
Mediacom Communication ………………... (855) 633-4226

Carolin Harvey, Councilwoman

Television and Internet

Adam Loos, Councilman
Gary Williams, City Manager

Outdoor warning sirens are tested on the first
Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m. During
inclement weathers, sirens will not be tested. If a
siren is sounded other than during a scheduled
test, this alarm indicates an actual emergency.
Remember that a watch means that conditions are
favorable for severe weather to develop and a
warning means that severe weather is occurring
and you should take shelter immediately.
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Telephone

Frontier Communications ………………....(877) 461-4088
Mediacom Communications ………………...(855) 633-4226
DirectTV ……………………………………...…(877) 644-1928
Dish Network ……………………………….…(855) 633-4226

Driver’s License
Illinois Secretary of State ………………...…(618) 457-0488

Rail Service
Amtrak …………………………………….…. (800) 872-7245

Motor Carrier
Greyhound Bus Line …………………….…...(618) 549-3495
Jackson County Mass transit ……………....(618) 549-0304
Saluki Express ……………………….…….... (618) 536-3351
West Bus Service …………………..………....(618) 549-3913

Air Service
Southern Illinois Airport ………………...….(618) 529-1721
Veterans Airport of Southern Illinois ...….(618) 993-3353

