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City of Carbondale, Illinois

Carbondale Renewed As Bicycle
Friendly Community

www.explorecarbondale.com

Mayor’s Corner

Mayor John M. Henry
The League of American Bicyclists honored
the efforts of the City of Carbondale to build
better places for people to bike with a Bronze
-level Bicycle Friendly Community (BFC)
award. The City of Carbondale has proudly
been designated as a Bronze-level Bicycle
Friendly Community since 2016. Carbondale
has joined 485 communities across the
country in the movement for safer streets
and better bicycling for everyone. This award
recognizes Carbondale for its commitment to
creating transportation and recreational
resources that benefit its residents of all ages
and abilities while encouraging healthier and
more sustainable transportation choices.

Carbondale City Council
Meeting Schedule
January 2021
January 12 at 6 p.m.
January 26 at 6 p.m.
*Meetings will be held remotely. For
information on attending, visit
explorecarbondale.com
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The League of American Bicyclists’ Bicycle
Friendly America program sets the standard
for how communities build and benchmark
progress toward making biking better. The
Bronze Level BFC award recognizes
Carbondale’s commitment to improving
conditions for all people who bike through
investments in bike education programs,
regular bike events that promote and
encourage people to choose biking, pro-bike
policies, and bike infrastructure.
To learn more about the BFC program, visit
bikeleague.org/community. We also
encourage you to visit our website.

Dear Carbondale,
Happy New Year! It is my
hope that each of you has a
healthy and prosperous
2021! Although I am
pleased with how our
community managed the
challenges of 2020, I am
ready to begin the year
ahead. Despite the
difficulties, Carbondale set
the standard in the region
for managing coronavirus
cases through our extensive
efforts to minimize the
deadly virus's spread. My
sincere thanks to all of you
who wear masks, keep
social distance, support our
businesses safely, and take
this pandemic seriously.

We have much to look
forward to in 2021. This
spring, our first
roundabout, located on
Chautauqua Road at the
McLafferty Road
intersection, will be
complete! When finished,
traffic will no longer be as
congested during peak
times, which will reduce the
number of accidents - rearend collisions in particular.
We are grateful to have
received 90 percent of this
project's funding through
the Highway Safety
Improvement Program.
We are also moving ahead
with plans to design and
build the Southern Illinois
Multi-Modal Station
(SIMMS). We recently
secured additional funding
from IDOT and hope to
finance the entire project
with mostly grant funds!
Construction won't begin
until 2022, but in 2021, our
dreams of a regional
transportation hub will
start taking shape!
Sincerely,

John "Mike" Henry
Although the vaccine will be Mayor of Carbondale
available to the public
relatively soon, we must
continue to follow the best
practices and recommended
guidelines to ensure that
our case numbers decline.

January Blood Drives in
Carbondale

January 7
Lakeland Baptist Church 1 p.m.—6 p.m.
(709 Giant City Road)
January 8
Lakeland Baptist Church 1 p.m.— 6 p.m.
(709 Giant City Road)
January 9
Lakeland Baptist Church 10:30 a.m.—
3:30 p.m. (709 Giant City Road)
January 21
Neighborhood Coop 1 p.m.— 6 p.m.
(1815 West Main Street)
January 26
SIU 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. (Student Center:
Renaissance Room)
January 27
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day
Saints 3 p.m.— 7:30 p.m. (7168 Old
Highway 13)
January 28
SIU Credit Union 10 a.m.—3 p.m. (395
Giant City Road)
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Christmas Store Success!

The City of Carbondale Police Department hosted their 19th annual
Community Christmas Store for Carbondale residents from December 7th
through December 15th. The program benefitted families with children
from ages one-year-old to 10 years old who do not receive services from
other agencies. Each year the program is held at the Carbondale Police
Department, where parents can sign up to shop for new toys for their
children. In the past, the Community Christmas Store allowed the parents
to choose three gifts per child at $2 per gift, but due to the pandemic, all
gifts were free. Parents were still able to choose their child's gifts through
a Zoom call (pictured above.) Every child also received a new coat for free,
thanks to donations from the community. This year the Community
Christmas Store provided gifts and coats for 125 children from 56
families living in Carbondale.

Employee Spotlight
Susie Toliver

Ask any coworker, and they’ll say Susie is one-of-akind! She has worked for the City of Carbondale for
more than 22 years and is currently the Crime Victim
Advocate at the Police Department. Each year, Susie is
the driving force behind the annual Christmas Store
and Coats for Kids Drive. Around the office, she is
known for her kind heart and humble spirit. When
asked about her proudest work accomplishment, she
said, “being a support system for some of the
individuals I assist is challenging but walking with them
along the path of life and supporting them through
their obstacles is not my accomplishment but theirs. It
makes me proud to be a part of their
accomplishments.” FUN FACTS: If she could learn to do
anything, it would be to speak Spanish and Chinese. In
her free time, Susie enjoys reading and working in her
garden!

Five-On-Five Event Aims to Build Trust
Between Police and Community

DECEMBER 8








Accepted the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) for FY20
which ended 4/30/2020. The City has received the Certificate of
Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting for 28 consecutive
years.
Approved an agreement with Greater Egypt Regional Planning and
Development to assist the City in closing out its revolving loan fund. In
2018, the State of Illinois received federal approval to utilize existing
funds to be granted directly to municipalities to fund projects that meet
the criteria for HUD. The City will utilize $1,016,918 in existing funds to
help fund construction of a third phase streetscape project downtown
from Monroe Street to Oak Street. Construction of this project should
start in 2021.
Approved the 2020 tax levy. Once again, the City Council approved a 0%
real estate tax increase. The Council has maintained the same tax levy
since 2015 when the levy was increased by $26.
Approved the sale of packaged and pre-mixed alcoholic beverages by
bars. This action will provide some relief to bar owners who are
experiencing severe revenue declines from the pandemic. All packaged
and pre-mixed drinks must conform to State guidelines.

DECEMBER 22




The City Council directed Staff to open the annual community agency
funding process to organizations not currently receiving funding.
Agreed to waive license fees for bars and restaurants that remain
compliant with the Restore Illinois Plan.
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Nationwide, millions of people gathered this year at
demonstrations, expressing frustration regarding
the tense relationship between many communities
and law enforcement. Here in Carbondale, we are
proud to be known as a community where diversity
is celebrated and looked upon as an asset for
growth. To further our mission, bridge the gap, and
build relationships and trust, the City's Diversity
and Compliance Officer Alicia Jackson, City
Manager Gary Williams, and Interim Police Chief
Stan Reno developed a program called "Five-OnFive." The program provides five community
leaders and five law enforcement officers an
opportunity to have an open dialogue in a safe
environment. Questions were submitted ahead of
time and worked through together as a group. The
conversation took place over Zoom, and the
participants were pleased with the opportunity to
discuss the topics in an environment free of
judgment and with the utmost respect towards
each other. Both sides agreed more discussion is
necessary to understand one another better.
Participants were also in agreement that both sides
will need to get out of their comfort zones to make
progress. More Five-On-Five events are planned for
2021. Pictured: This is the first Five-On-Five
conversation between; Sgt. Williams, Officer
Ferguson, Det. Lam, Sgt. Dunnigan, Officer Ford,
Pastor Robinson, Pastor Swims, Pastor Chambers,
Mr. Wills, and Dr. Greer.

WHAT’S GOING ON IN

Construction of the Chautauqua McLafferty Roundabout is
well underway! Pictured above are crews pouring concrete
for the truck apron. Chautauqua Road is now closed and will
be until the completion of the project.

Harold’s Chicken, located on E. Grand Avenue, is now open! On the
day of their grand opening, patrons began lining up more than an
hour before the doors opened.

4 • Carbondale Communiqué • December 2020

Fire Chief Mike Hertz receives his first dose of the Moderna
COVID-19 vaccine. On December 30, 2020, twenty-one
Emergency Medical Responders from CFD received the
vaccine at an SIH facility.

Carmalita Cahill and Laura Chamness pose outside the
Warming Center with a box of 500 pairs of socks! Chamness,
a City employee, applied for a grant from Bombas and
donated socks to the center and the Good Samaritan House.

City Announces Departmental Changes

Glorious Galas to Cozy Gatherings

Your event can come to life.
Whatever the occasion, we have the space you need
Offering the latest state-of-the-art services, allowing you to
conduct successful and efficient meetings, along with eloquent and beautiful receptions.

The City of Carbondale is pleased to announce that John Lenzini has been promoted to the
position of Community Development Manager and Megan Brightharp has been promoted
to the position of Senior Planner. In their new roles, John will oversee a newly formed
Community Development Department that will consist of Planning and Building and
Neighborhood Services divisions. Megan will provide leadership to the Planning
Department where she currently manages the City’s housing and rehab programs.
Originally from Atlanta, Georgia, Megan has been with the City since 2017. She is a graduate
of Tuskegee University and received her Master’s Degree in Urban Planning from SUNY
Buffalo. John has been with the City since 2000 and is a graduate of SIU.

"We have reduced administrative staff and restructured the department to improve
efficiency while still maintaining excellent customer service,” said John. He says the
department is ready to assist you with a broad range of services including site plans and
permits, rental housing inspections, historic preservation, and much more. For more
information, visit the City’s website or call them directly at 618-457-3237.

AT THE HEART OF CARBONDALE

THE CARBONDALE CIVIC CENTER
618.457.3209
www.explorecarbondale.com
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Greetings From Your
From Tom Davenport, President /CEO
During January 2021, the Carbondale
Chamber of Commerce will recognize
each of our Minority Chamber Business
Owners during the week prior to Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day. Each member, who
chooses, will have a photo taken with a
yard sign to display their Chamber
membership and the group will be
honored through news releases and
social media. In the photo below
member Mr. Frederick Qualls, who
owns God Did It Hats and Accessories
located in downtown Carbondale, is
talking to Carbondale Chamber
President/CEO Tom Davenport.

and more. Member Carla Childs is
currently serving as chair of this
Council. Please call the Chamber office
for specific meetings days and times for
2021.

toward the Saluki Stay Scholarship is
awarded to five returning SIU students
who meet the award criteria (2.8
cumulative GPA, at least four semesters
completed at SIU and demonstrated
financial need). Chamber President/
CEO is shown in the photo in his
driveway which proudly displays his SIU
spirit for all to see. To order Mini-Paw
Prints to show your Saluki Pride visit the
chamber website at
carbondalechamber.com.
The January Membership Meeting will
be held via Zoom on January 19, 2021,
at noon. Check the Chamber of
Commerce website to register at no
cost and for details about the meeting.

Lastly, it is time to start collecting your
documents to complete your 2020 tax
returns. For those of you who might be
new to the area and/or those of you
who might decide to consult an
accountant please consider our
The Chamber has launched an
Chamber members Barnett & Levine,
opportunity for you to have a smaller
Gaetner CPA Group, Janice Burns Payne
version of the Saluki Paw Print on major & Associates, or Kerber, Eck and
In addition, the Chamber has added a
highways. The Mini-Paw Print is
Braeckel, CPAs. Contact information is
Minority Business Council where
available for 2 for $20 and will be
located on the Chamber website at
members can meet monthly and discuss painted on your driveway, walkway,
carbondalechamber.com.
common issues, get business updates, business, or other locations by
Have a Happy and Prosperous 2021!
learn new customer service techniques, experienced volunteers. Proceeds go
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WE ARE SOCIAL
Like us, Follow us, Watch us, Talk to us
@CarbondaleCity (Facebook)
@CarbondaleIL (Twitter)
@CityofCarbondaleGovernment (YouTube)

Visit us online: explorecarbondale.com
Community Resource Directory
Water/Sewer/Refuse
City of Carbondale…………………………….(618) 457-3265
Emergency Hotline ………………………...…(618) 529-1731

Electricity
CITY OF CARBONDALE
200 South Illinois Avenue
P.O. Box 2047
Carbondale, Illinois 62902—2047
(618) 549-5302
The Carbondale Communique is written by the City of Carbondale
to provide residents and businesses with municipal news.
For more information on City Government visit:
www.explorecarbondale.com

John M. Henry, Mayor

Ameren Illinois …………………………….… (888) 789-2477
Egyptian Electric …………………….……..…(618) 684-2143

Jessica Bradshaw, Councilwoman

Natural Gas

Jeff Doherty, Councilman

Ameren Illinois ………………….…………... (888) 789-2477

Lee Fronabarger, Councilman
Tom Grant, Councilman

Frontier Communications …………………. (877) 461-4088
Mediacom Communication ………………... (855) 633-4226

Carolin Harvey, Councilwoman

Television and Internet

Adam Loos, Councilman
Gary Williams, City Manager

Outdoor warning sirens are tested on the first
Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m. During
inclement weathers, sirens will not be tested. If a
siren is sounded other than during a scheduled
test, this alarm indicates an actual emergency.
Remember that a watch means that conditions are
favorable for severe weather to develop and a
warning means that severe weather is occurring
and you should take shelter immediately.
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Telephone

Frontier Communications ………………....(877) 461-4088
Mediacom Communications ………………...(855) 633-4226
DirectTV ……………………………………...…(877) 644-1928
Dish Network ……………………………….…(855) 633-4226

Driver’s License
Illinois Secretary of State ………………...…(618) 457-0488

Rail Service
Amtrak …………………………………….…. (800) 872-7245

Motor Carrier
Greyhound Bus Line …………………….…...(618) 549-3495
Jackson County Mass transit ……………....(618) 549-0304
Saluki Express ……………………….…….... (618) 536-3351
West Bus Service …………………..………....(618) 549-3913

Air Service
Southern Illinois Airport ………………...….(618) 529-1721
Veterans Airport of Southern Illinois ...….(618) 993-3353

