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Difficulties of Running a Restaurant in 2020 Mayor’s Corner

Mayor John M. Henry
It is no secret that 2020 has been
tough on the restaurant industry.
Regardless of the challenges, businesses
in Carbondale have used creativity to
attract business and stay afloat. In midOctober, Governor JB Pritzker announced
that our region would again see added
restrictions, including the temporary halt
on indoor dining services, as it is a proven
contributor to spreading the coronavirus.
In an interview on Talk of the Town,
William Lo, one of the creators of the

Carbondale City Council
Meeting Schedule
November 2020
November 10 at 6 p.m.
November 24 at 6 p.m.
*Meetings will be held remotely. For
information on attending, visit
explorecarbondale.com
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'Southern Illinois Eats' Facebook Page,
said he and many other restaurant
operators fear these tough times will only
get worse as the holidays approach.
"Fewer families will visit southern Illinois.
For many restaurants, this is a busy time
because there are usually visitors, but
with fewer people traveling and less
money, times are going to be tough," said
Lo. He added that supporting local is
more important now than ever before.
"Taco Bell and… (Continued on Page 2)

Dear Carbondale,
As our region once again
adapts to the additional
restrictions due to
increased COVID-19
cases, our businesses
continue to struggle.
Indoor dining is not
allowed and won't be
until our numbers
decrease significantly. I
urge all of you to always
wear a mask in public.
This plea is to protect
one another AND to
protect our businesses
from being forced to
close, whether it be for
deep cleaning or for
good.
Wearing a mask is not a
sign of weakness, yet a
sign of compassion and
incredible discipline. I
know we all are feeling

pandemic fatigue. Our
local health department
says the risk for local
transmission is higher
now than it has ever
been in Jackson County.
The past two weeks are
two of the top four
weeks for our county as
far as new cases per day.
This trend cannot
continue, and we must all
do our part to slow the
spread of the coronavirus
by keeping our distance,
wearing our masks, and
limiting social gatherings.
As the holidays approach,
I understand continuing
to practice safe pandemic
behavior will be difficult,
but for the sake of our
loved ones and our
businesses, be mindful of
the risks of letting your
guard down.

Sincerely,
John “Mike” Henry
Mayor of Carbondale

Notice of Special Seasonal
Leaf Collection Program

Carbondale’s Special Seasonal Leaf Collection Program will
be offered during the months of November, December and
January. Calls for the vacuum collection service will be
accepted from November 1, 2020, thru January 31, 2021.
The fee during this Special Program period is $25.00 for
each collection (the regular fee for vacuum leaf collection
is $35.00).
City of Carbondale residents desiring to participate in the
program should first rake their leaves to the curbside or
street side (please be sure not to block streets, sidewalks,
ditches or gutters); then call the Maintenance and
Environmental Services Office at 457-3275 and request a
vacuum leaf collection.
Calls for service will be accepted 24 hours a day by leaving
a message at the above number. Please be sure to leave
your Name, Address, and Telephone Number and identify
your request as “vacuum leaf collection”. If you would like
to speak to a person directly, please call between the hours
of 7:00 AM and 4:00 PM Monday thru Friday.
The City’s Landscape Waste Bag & Bundle program will
continue as usual with normal pickups on Wednesday’s.
Those desiring collection of bagged leaves and grass, or
bundles of brush may continue place their landscape waste
in paper landscape waste bags or tied bundles and
purchase and affix one sticker to each bag or bundle. Once
you place the bags or bundles curbside; please call the
number listed above and leave your Address along with
your request for “Bag and Bundle” or “Landscape Waste
Collection” and we will schedule you for the following
Wednesday.
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McDonald's will always be there, but these
small mom-and-pop restaurants, once they
are gone, they're gone. They don't have
investors and millions of dollars to keep
them open."
As temperatures drop, Lo acknowledged
that eating outside becomes less likely. "It's
getting cold, so we know it's hard to say,
'oh yeah, we will just sit on the patio,' but
do what you can." Despite the added
challenge of dropping temperatures, many
eateries in Carbondale haven't skipped a
beat - adding outdoor tents or "bubbles,"
like Underground Public House,
accompanied by outdoor heaters. Lo asks
that as temperatures fall, you find other
ways to support. "If they have gift
certificates, buy those. Do anything you can
to get them over this hump." The City of
Carbondale's Economic Development
Director Steven Mitchell echoed Lo's plea
saying, "It is their business that has kept
these places alive, and we want to keep
them here for years to come."
The concern that tough times will only
get tougher is a reality for those in the food
and beverage industry. With Thanksgiving
around the corner, Lo suggests having your
Thanksgiving meal catered, and instead of
a traditional gift at Christmas, purchase gift
certificates to locally owned eateries.

Employee Spotlight
Brooke Lam

Top—Quatro’s employee delivers to-go order
to customer. Bottom—Longbranch Café and
Bakery posted this photo to Facebook
announcing they are open and offering to-go!

Detective Brooke Lam is confident she has the
best job at the Carbondale Police Department. She
is the only Youth Detective at the CPD and has
worked for the City for more than 16 years!
Detective Lam says her interactions with the
community have exposed her to different cultures,
socioeconomic backgrounds, upbringings, and
personalities—enabling her to be a kind and openminded adult. She says, “the moment I witness a
smile and hear a parent or a child tell me they
trust me, I know I’ve done my job as a police
officer.”
FUN FACTS: The coolest celebrities she’s met are
professional bodybuilders Ronnie Coleman and
Kim Chizevsky; however she wished she could
have met Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson. If she
could visit one place, it would be Greece.

Laborer’s Local 773, Local Lawmakers, & Volunteers
Distribute Boxes of Food at SIU’s Banterra Center

PETITION PACKETS FOR
CITY COUNCIL ELECTIONS
AVAILABLE
In April 2021, the City of Carbondale will hold an
election three City Council seats; each term is for four
years. Information and sample petition forms are available
in the City Clerk’s Office and on the Illinois State Board of

Elections’ website, www.elections.il.gov.
This election will be for the seats presently held by
Councilmembers Jessica Bradshaw, Carolin Harvey, and
Jeff Doherty.
Signed nominating petitions must be submitted to
the City Clerk's Office during the statutory filing period of
As part of the USDA's Farmers to Families Grant
Program, Laborer's Local 773 has distributed
food boxes to thousands of southern Illinois
families each week. In the last week of October,
volunteers ready to distribute food gathered at
the Banterra Center parking lot as more than a
thousand cars made their way through the line
to collect the food.
Jerry Womick, Business Manager for Laborer's
Local 773, says this was their thirty-fourthweek distributing food. Back in March, they
raised more than $50,000 independently to buy
and distribute food, with Cusumano's & Sons'
help. That partnership has evolved, and now
the USDA grant program helps them continue
their mission of providing food for families in
need during the COVID-19 pandemic. "We
aren't in the food distribution business. We are
more in construction and railroad and those
type of industries, but we have switched gears.
This kind of came upon us, and the need has
not gone away," said Womick.
On Monday, October 26, SIU's Banterra Center
parking lot was packed full of cars, with families
inside waiting their turn to receive a food box.
Womick says this distribution event was the
largest they've held yet, with more than 1,200
boxes of food ready to be handed out. Each box
is about 30 pounds and comes with dairy
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products, vegetables, and kits for meals like
Chicken Tacos. "We know that a lot of the
people here are taking the box and then sharing
it with their neighbors. People's generosity
never ceases to amaze me."
City Public Relations Officer Roni LeForge
caught up with one of the drivers waiting in
line. The woman wanted to remain anonymous
but said, "I've had a rough year. I lost my job
and became a widow, so the help that I'm
receiving today means so much."
Senator Dale Fowler has been active in the
Pandemic Food Relief mission and directed
traffic at the Banterra Center. "We are just
doing our part to make sure the food gets in the
right hands," said Sen. Fowler. He added that
the lines had been long at every distribution
event since April. "We hope the USDA program
gets extended."
Two days after the distribution at SIU, the USDA
announced the Farmers to Families Program
had been extended through December!
Womick said Laborers Local 773 would have
continued to fundraise, but the grant makes
distributing food much easier for everyone
during this difficult time.
For more information about the Pandemic Food
Relief mission, like their Facebook page
"Laborers' Pandemic Food Distribution.”

Monday, November 16, through Monday, November 23,
2020. Candidates should consult the 2021 Candidate’s
Guide which is available on the Illinois State Board of
Elections’ website and are strongly advised to obtain legal
counsel regarding their qualifications for office, how to
correctly circulate, complete, and file their petitions, and
calculating the required number of valid signatures.
If thirteen or more candidates file petitions for the
three City Council seats, a Consolidated Primary Election

will be held on Tuesday, February 23, 2021. The
Consolidated Election will be held on April 6, 2021, and the
elected Council Members will assume their seats at the
first City Council meeting in May.
The City Clerk's Office is located in Room 165 of
City Hall, 200 South Illinois Avenue. Regular office hours
are 8:00 a.m. through 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Virtual Veterans Day In Lieu of In-Person Ceremony

The City of Carbondale’s annual
In viewing the video, viewers will
The Virtual Veterans Day Service
Veterans Day Service will be similar
see the Carbondale Police
will be released Wednesday,
to the virtual Memorial Day Service Department Honor Guard’s threeNovember 11, at 10:00 a.m. on
released earlier this year. Instead of volley salute, the raising of the flag
Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube.
an in-person ceremony at the
by Scouts BSA Troop 66B, and
The service will also air during the
Veterans Memorial Plaza, the City is witness the decoration of graves at 6:30 p.m. newscast on WSIL-TV 3.
producing a virtual ceremony
Snider Hill Cemetery by members For more information, contact Public
honoring the men and women who and friends of the First Presbyterian Relations Officer Roni LeForge at
have served or continue to serve our
Church of Carbondale.
618-559-1939.
nation in the armed forces.

OPENING SOON! All-Inclusive Playground At Turley Park
All it needs now is mulch! The Kiwanis Club
raised more than $75,000 to purchase this allinclusive playground equipment, which includes
ramps, mobility swings, and sensory panels.
Stephanie Brown, a member of the Kiwanis Club,
says this equipment will not just help children
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with additional needs, but parents and
grandparents who may have mobility issues. She
adds that a playground like this will help with
inclusion as children grown older.
"If we start including children from all
backgrounds and all different abilities from a

young age, then down the road, it won't be an
issue. A playground is a great place to learn
about other children," said Brown. This project at
Turley Park was a collaboration between the
Kiwanis Club and the City of Carbondale. A
ribbon cutting will take place in mid November.

WHAT’S GOING ON IN

Congratulations to Kurt and Henry Neubig for winning the
City’s Halloween Decorating Contest in the residential
category. You can see their Halloween display in person by
driving by 2704 W Sunset Drive.

City employee Dave Chamness and a team from Maintenance and
Environmental Services completed the gazebo roof at Turley Park!
The crew replaced the old roof with Cedar Shake shingles. They
also pressure washed the structure to remove graffiti.
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Hemp N’ Stuff was selected as the best decorated business
for the Halloween Decorating Contest. Check out their
display after dark by driving by 828 E Main Street, Suite A.

Crews are making quick progress on the Sunset Drive Bridge
project! The bridge beams have been set and the contractor
expects to have Sunset Drive back open to traffic around
November 6, 2020.

WHAT’S GOING ON IN

The colder temperatures haven’t stopped many residents
from attending the Carbondale Farmer’s Market on Saturday
mornings! The outdoor Farmer’s Market will continue until
December 5, 2020.

The American Red Cross has held multiple blood drives at the Civic
Center in recent months. At the most recent drive on October 27,
twenty-seven pints of blood were collected, potentially saving 81
lives.

A Memorial Garden is being created at the Warming Center
to honor individuals who utilized the center that have
passed away. WC Director, Carmalita Cahill said, “Our
guests need to know they will never be forgotten and that
there are people who will remember them.”

At the Annual Ducky Derby Dash event promoting Special
Olympics of Southern Illinois, Officer Randy Mathis and
Detective Brooke Lam presented a donation to Mr. Splash on
behalf of the Fraternal Order of Police.
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Change Your Clock, Change Your Batteries

Glorious Galas to Cozy Gatherings

Your event can come to life.
Whatever the occasion, we have the space you need
Offering the latest state-of-the-art services, allowing you to
conduct successful and efficient meetings, along with eloquent and beautiful receptions.

Daylight-saving time ends Sunday,
November 1st and marks the 33rd
anniversary of the “Change Your Clock,
Change Your Battery™” program,
sponsored by Energizer along with the
City of Carbondale Fire Department.
This program is a reminder for us to
test the 10-year sealed battery smoke
alarms and carbon monoxide detectors
as well as change the batteries in older
smoke alarms and carbon monoxide
detectors annually. This message is
simple but the habit can be lifesaving.
According to the National Fire
Protection Agency, 71% of smoke
alarms, which failed to operate, had
missing, disconnected or dead
batteries. This reinforces how
important it is to take this time each
year to check smoke and carbon
monoxide detectors. Changing smoke
alarm batteries at least once a year,
testing those alarms and reminding
others to do the same are some of the
simplest, most effective ways to reduce
these tragic deaths and injuries.

effective way to reduce home fire
deaths. Children and senior citizens are
most at risk, and a working smoke
alarm can give them the extra seconds
they need to get out safely.
Tragically, home fires injure and kill
thousands each year. Those most at
risk include:
Children - Home fires kill 500
children ages 14 and under each
year. Roughly three-quarters of
child fire fatalities under age 15
occurred in homes without
working smoke alarms.
Seniors - Adults 75 and older are 2.8
times more likely to die in a
home fire.
The City of Carbondale Fire
Department will provide and install
free a smoke detector as well as
replace smoke alarm batteries in any
person’s home in Carbondale that
cannot afford to purchase one. We
strongly encourage our citizens to take
advantage of this program.

The peak time for home fire fatalities is For more information about fire safety,
between 11 p.m. and 7 a.m. when
contact the City of Carbondale Fire
most families are sleeping. Smoke
Department at (618) 457-3234.
alarm maintenance is a simple,
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AT THE HEART OF CARBONDALE

THE CARBONDALE CIVIC CENTER
618.457.3209
www.explorecarbondale.com

Carbondale Public Library and Green Earth Partner To Create
Permanent StoryWalk
The collaboration between the Carbondale Library and the
Green Earth Nature Preserve started out like many things do now, -with an email. As the new Children’s Librarian, I was eager to come up
with engaging programs to go with our Summer Reading Program and
that would also encourage social distancing. That is when I
remembered seeing a story about StoryWalks® and was interested in
the idea. I was also familiar with the Green Earth Nature Preserves and
liked that they were nestled in neighborhoods, so they are accessible
to families without transportation. Once it was clear that the
pandemic would continue through the summer and that we should do
something to encourage reading and get people outside, I knew this
would be a perfect fit. I reached out to Stephanie Eichholz and she was
just as excited about the project as I was.
Over the summer we placed stories on five different trails within two
Green Earth locations. Two book trails were placed within the Oakland
Nature Preserve and three more were placed within Chautauqua
Bottoms Nature Preserve. We received so much positive feedback
from the community as well as our respective Boards of Directors that
Stephanie and I entertained the idea of making this a permanent
installation at one of the preserves. By September we had decided to
make it happen. Throughout that month we fundraised together to
create this permanent installation that will allow families to enjoy our
great natural areas in Carbondale while also encouraging reading with
the youngest members of our community. The Oakland Nature
Preserve was chosen for the permanent StoryWalk® because this site
contains The Kid's Exploration Trail and has an easy footpath, wellsuited for young visitors.
Stephanie and I were both encouraged and grateful for the support we
received from the community. The project was made possible with
contributions from The Friends of the Carbondale Library, Little River
Research and Design, Jim King, and other community members who
have donated their time, money, and resources.
The permanent StoryWalk® is located at Oakland Nature Preserve,
1319 N. Oakland Ave. The stories will be changed every month. If you
would like to donate please contact Green Earth at
www.greenearthinc.org
“The StoryWalk® Project was created by Anne Ferguson of Montpelier,
VT and developed in collaboration with the Kellogg-Hubbard
Library. Storywalk® is a registered service mark owned by Ms.
Ferguson.”
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Greetings From Your
From Tom Davenport, President /CEO
As your new President/CEO of the
ensuring that when organizations are
Carbondale Chamber of Commerce let considering locating and/or expanding in
me introduce myself. I am a native
Carbondale we can highlight the Quality
southern Illinoisan and an SIU graduate of Place and Quality of Life our
with an advanced graduate degree in
community and region offers. This can
Workforce, Development, and Training. I be through sports, recreation, secondary
have worked with over 25 chambers of and higher education, superior
commerce in a variety of capacities in
healthcare, and our reputation for the
my career in Illinois, Kentucky, and
Arts and cultural opportunities offered
Florida.
locally.

to our area. Because of current
restrictions, videos have been created
with several of our members with the
help of Senator Dale Fowler. The local
organizations highlighted, which I
visited, include the following Carbondale
Chamber members. They are: Ultimate
Gymnastics and Cheerleading located at
220 W. Chestnut St., Special OlympicsIllinois located at 1740 Innovation Drive,
the SIU Research Park and the Small
Our chamber hopes to CONNECT,
Many of you are aware of our annual
Business Development Center located
PROMOTE, AND SUPPORT our members initiative on the Saturday after
and our community we serve. To
Thanksgiving to promote Small Business on the SIU campus at 1740 Innovation
achieve this, we must retain our existing Saturday. That will occur again this year Drive, and Midwest Medical
businesses in Carbondale to ensure we on November 28, 2020. In addition, the Thermography located at 201 E. Jackson
Street.
have a healthy economy and city where Carbondale Chamber of Commerce
businesses can thrive. Secondly, we
continues to enjoin with chambers of
We hope you can join us for our
must reach out to existing businesses
commerce throughout southernmost
November membership luncheon on
that our not chamber members to assist Illinois to promote Shop Southern Illinois November 17, 2020. Details are on our
them, when needed, and encourage
(Shop SI) from October through
website at carbondalechamber.com.
they join the chamber once we have
December. In Carbondale, we will
We also want to welcome new
shown them the benefits of chamber
highlight our small businesses the week members: New Level Ads located at 712
membership in Carbondale. Third, we
of November 9 – 13, 2020. Look for
N. 9th St. Herrin, Illinois and Reed, Heller,
must work with the Economic
great opportunities to shop locally
and Cannell Attorneys at Law located at
Development Office for the City of
during this week and register to win a
1100 Walnut St. Murphysboro, Illinois.
Carbondale to support their efforts to
gift basket.
Thank you for all your support of the
attract new business and industry to
Your chamber of commerce continues to Carbondale Chamber of Commerce. For
come to Carbondale and to encourage
support the Southern Illinois Made (SI
more information about the chamber
our existing businesses to expand.
Made) initiative which annually
call us at 618 5492146 or email us at
The Chamber can play a vital role in
highlights products and services unique info@carbondalechamber.com.
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WE ARE SOCIAL
Like us, Follow us, Watch us, Talk to us
@CarbondaleCity (Facebook)
@CarbondaleIL (Twitter)
@CityofCarbondaleGovernment (YouTube)

Visit us online: explorecarbondale.com
Community Resource Directory
Water/Sewer/Refuse
City of Carbondale…………………………….(618) 457-3265
Emergency Hotline ………………………...…(618) 529-1731

Electricity
CITY OF CARBONDALE
200 South Illinois Avenue
P.O. Box 2047
Carbondale, Illinois 62902—2047
(618) 549-5302
The Carbondale Communique is written by the City of Carbondale
to provide residents and businesses with municipal news.
For more information on City Government visit:
www.explorecarbondale.com

John M. Henry, Mayor

Ameren Illinois …………………………….… (888) 789-2477
Egyptian Electric …………………….……..…(618) 684-2143

Jessica Bradshaw, Councilwoman

Natural Gas

Jeff Doherty, Councilman

Ameren Illinois ………………….…………... (888) 789-2477

Lee Fronabarger, Councilman
Tom Grant, Councilman

Frontier Communications …………………. (877) 461-4088
Mediacom Communication ………………... (855) 633-4226

Carolin Harvey, Councilwoman

Television and Internet

Adam Loos, Councilman
Gary Williams, City Manager

Outdoor warning sirens are tested on the first
Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m. During
inclement weathers, sirens will not be tested. If a
siren is sounded other than during a scheduled
test, this alarm indicates an actual emergency.
Remember that a watch means that conditions are
favorable for severe weather to develop and a
warning means that severe weather is occurring
and you should take shelter immediately.
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Telephone

Frontier Communications ………………....(877) 461-4088
Mediacom Communications ………………...(855) 633-4226
DirectTV ……………………………………...…(877) 644-1928
Dish Network ……………………………….…(855) 633-4226

Driver’s License
Illinois Secretary of State ………………...…(618) 457-0488

Rail Service
Amtrak …………………………………….…. (800) 872-7245

Motor Carrier
Greyhound Bus Line …………………….…...(618) 549-3495
Jackson County Mass transit ……………....(618) 549-0304
Saluki Express ……………………….…….... (618) 536-3351
West Bus Service …………………..………....(618) 549-3913

Air Service
Southern Illinois Airport ………………...….(618) 529-1721
Veterans Airport of Southern Illinois ...….(618) 993-3353

