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Mayor’s Corner
Illinois Department of Public
Health. We hope you participate in
the virtual Halloween activities the
City has planned, including the
pumpkin carving contest and mask
decorating contest.
Despite the setbacks brought on
by the pandemic, the start of Fall

After much consideration, the City of
Carbondale will allow trick-or-treating
on Saturday, October 31, 2020 from 5
p.m. to 8 p.m.

candy, should maintain 6-feet of
social distance and wear proper face
coverings.


As advised by the Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) and the Illinois
Department of Public Health (IDPH),
there are alternative ways to celebrate
Halloween safely and limit the spread of
COVID-19.


Trick-or-treating guidelines from the
IDPH are as follows:


Anyone participating in trick-ortreating, including those passing out

Consider leaving individually
wrapped candy (spaced apart) on a
table in driveways or in front of
walkways, sidewalks, or any outdoor
space where 6-feet of distance can
be maintained.
A Halloween costume mask is not a
substitute for a cloth mask. Ensure
that breathing is not impaired if a
cloth mask is worn under a costume
mask. If so, discard the costume
mask.
(Continued on Page 2)

has been busy. The fall semester at

Mayor John M. Henry

SIU is in full swing, and students are
safely living and learning in

Dear Carbondale,
Last month, our number of COVID19 positives in Jackson County
continued to rise. This month,
thanks to our residents and
business owners' diligent efforts, I
am happy to say we are seeing
fewer cases once again.
October is typically one of the
busiest months of the year in

Carbondale. Governor JB Pritzker
also made a stop in town recently
to express the importance of
completing the 2020 census. Your
response will help bring federal
dollars to our community to
support low income students in our
schools, and those with special
needs. Your response will also help
us maintain roads and bridges and
support public

Carbondale, with several fall events transportation. Thank you to

Carbondale City Council
Meeting Schedule
October 2020

leading up to Halloween. This year,

everyone who completed the

as you would expect, celebrations

survey and helped make

will look different. Unfortunately,

Carbondale count!

there will be no pumpkin race,

October 27 at 6 p.m.
Regular City Council Meeting
*Meetings will be held remotely. For
information on attending, visit
explorecarbondale.com

1 • Carbondale Communiqué • October 2020

pumpkin glow, or Murdale Safe
Halloween. However, we plan to

Sincerely,

allow trick-or-treating and ask that

John “Mike” Henry

all residents adhere to the

Mayor of Carbondale

guidelines put in place by the

Glorious Galas to Cozy Gatherings

Your event can come to life.
Whatever the occasion, we have the space you need
Offering the latest state-of-the-art services, allowing you to conduct successful and efficient meetings, along with eloquent and
beautiful receptions.
(Continued from Page 1)
 Trick-or-treat in groups with household

members only.

string, etc. We also ask that both trick-ortreaters and those handing out candy
where masks during all interactions.



Candy collected during trick-orNew this year, the City of Carbondale will
treating should not be eaten until after host a Spooktacular Halloween Decorating
handwashing.
contest. There will be two categories,
residential and business. The winners will
The City of Carbondale asks that social
be decided by Mayor Mike Henry and
gatherings, such as costume or Halloween each winner will receive a yard sign they
parties, not take place this year unless six can proudly display.
feet of social distance can be maintained
and masks are worn at all times.
We are excited to announce there will also
The City encourages residents to find
creative ways to safely hand out candy to
trick-or-treaters while maintaining social
distance, i.e. candy slides, goody bags on a

The City of Carbondale Police Department is
looking for volunteers this Halloween. On
Saturday, October 31, 2020, from 4:00 p.m. to
8:00 p.m. the police department will be
sponsoring a Halloween safety patrol called
“Pumpkin Patrol”. The police department has
sponsored the Pumpkin Patrol since 1992.
Volunteers wearing orange safety vests and
driving vehicles bearing the “Pumpkin Patrol”
logo will be patrolling areas of our community
where kids participate in Halloween activities. A
background check will be completed on all
applicants prior to being accepted for the patrol.
Volunteers will also be required to wear COVID
masks or face coverings at all times and have
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be an online pumpkin carving contest and
mask decorating contest during the month
of October. More details will be
announced soon on our social media
platforms.

their temperatures checked prior to patrol
activities.
Although we strongly encourage adults to
accompany children, the volunteers will be on
“Pumpkin Patrol” to identify any potential
hazards to children and provide a place where
children can turn if they feel threatened. Please
help us make Halloween safe and enjoyable for
our children again this year.
If you are interested in being on the "Pumpkin
Patrol" contact Officer Randy Mathis at 618-4573200, extension 402, at
rmathis@explorecarbondale.com or Sgt. Doug
Wilson at 618-457-3200 EXT/446.

AT THE HEART OF CARBONDALE

THE CARBONDALE CIVIC CENTER
618.457.3209 www.explorecarbondale.com
200 S. Illinois Avenue, Carbondale

PETITION PACKETS FOR
CITY COUNCIL ELECTIONS
AVAILABLE
In April 2021, the City of Carbondale will hold an
election three City Council seats; each term is for four
years. Information and sample petition forms are available
in the City Clerk’s Office and on the Illinois State Board of
Elections’ website, www.elections.il.gov.
This election will be for the seats presently held by
Councilmembers Jessica Bradshaw, Carolin Harvey, and Jeff
Doherty.
Signed nominating petitions must be submitted to
the City Clerk's Office during the statutory filing period of
Monday, November 16, through Monday, November 23,
2020. Candidates should consult the 2021 Candidate’s

Guide which is available on the Illinois State Board of
Elections’ website and are strongly advised to obtain legal
counsel regarding their qualifications for office, how to
correctly circulate, complete, and file their petitions, and
calculating the required number of valid signatures.
If thirteen or more candidates file petitions for the
three City Council seats, a Consolidated Primary Election
will be held on Tuesday, February 23, 2021. The

Consolidated Election will be held on April 6, 2021, and the
elected Council Members will assume their seats at the first
City Council meeting in May.
The City Clerk's Office is located in Room 165 of City
Hall, 200 South Illinois Avenue. Regular office hours are
8:00 a.m. through 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Telephone inquiries may be addressed to the City Clerk’s
Office at 549-5302.
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Employee Spotlight
John Lenzini

Building and Neighborhood Services
Supervisor, John Lenzini, just celebrated 20
years with the City of Carbondale! Around City
Hall, John is known for his great personality,
strong work ethic, and his ability to make
anyone laugh. He says his wife inspires him
every day because she is always busy with
something. John is an avid outdoorsman and
when asked what is the funniest thing to
happen to him recently he answered, “I almost
stepped on a water moccasin on Snake Road
last weekend and jumped like a big scaredy
cat!”
FUN FACTS: He says his go-to karaoke song is
“Friends in Low Place.” If he could choose one
super power, it would be the ability to fly!

WHAT’S GOING ON IN

Governor JB Pritzker made a stop in Carbondale on
Thursday, September 24 to encourage residents to complete
their 2020 Census. He was joined by Mayor Mike Henry and
local state representatives.

Local artist and Carbondale native, Jared Davey, paints a
mural outside Cristaudo’s and Yesteryear Tobacconists. The
community has enjoyed watching Davey’s progress. Davey is
also responsible for the painting outside PK’s.
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City Manager Gary Williams named Deputy Chief Stan Reno
as the Interim Chief of Police. Deputy Chief Reno will replace
Chief of Police Jeff Grubbs.

The City of Carbondale Public Works Department is replacing
the roofing on the gazebo at Lenus Turley Park. This project
is among many improvement projects underway at Turley
Park and Tatum Heights Park.

WHAT’S GOING ON IN

Banterra Bank donated $35,000 to the Boys and Girls Club of
Southern Illinois. Tina Carpenter (pictured far left) says,
"This donation will help so many youth involved in the
organization to become caring, productive, and responsible
citizens.”

Jake Schleifer, a Refuse and Recycling team member, was working
his route on Emerald Street recently when he came across a man in
need of help. The man’s dog had been injured by another dog. Jake
jumped out of his truck and rushed to help the man protect his pet.
The man called the City to thank Jake for his help.

City Planner Molly Maxwell is interviewed by KFVS 12 to
promote Get Out & Bike Week, which was the last week of
September. Overall, more than a dozen people participated
and rode their bike every day for the entire week.

The bridge on Sunset Drive is under construction. The old
bridge has been torn down, and now, crews are working to
replace it. Pictured above, workers pour concrete to fill shell
pile to support the bridge.
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Backpacks for Success: Embracing
Students in the Community
By Jenna Jamieson, Carbondale Community High School

Tom Davenport named President
and CEO of the Carbondale
Chamber of Commerce
The Board of the Carbondale Chamber of Commerce is
pleased to announce Tom Davenport has been
selected as President/CEO of our organization.

School started on a bit of a different note this year. Students and
teachers began a new adventure of remote and virtual learning. The
change has impacted the look of school, but not the goal that teachers
have to provide a great educational experience. Schools have provided
Chromebooks, offered supplies, and assisted with connectivity. With all
these changes, one need has not changed; students need backpacks.
The demand for backpack donations is very high. Students are still
carrying notebooks, folders, and now Chromebooks or some type of
device to complete their remote learning classes.
While school is not as normal as we are accustomed to, it is critical to
realize the importance of a backpack. It provides a student the
opportunity to stay organized and keep their device safe. With the
heavy load from extra materials this year, backpacks are wearing out
quicker. As a way to give back to the community and help students,
Carbondale Community High School teacher, Jenna Jamieson, organized
a backpack drive to help those in need. A backpack assists with a
student’s academic success. Each backpack is stuffed with starter
supplies and an inspirational quote to motivate students to work
hard. Jamieson hopes that community members will embrace donating
to the backpack drive by dropping off backpacks to boxes in the
community. You can find drop-off boxes at the Neighborhood Coop, SIU
Morris Library, and Carbondale Community High School. For more
information, email jennarpjamieson@gmail.com or 618.967.2691.
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According to Justin Zurlinden, Chairman of the Board,
“We are pleased that Tom has joined our team. He has
over 20 years of experience working with Chambers of
Commerce and higher education in Illinois, Florida, and
Kentucky. He also is a Southern Illinois University
graduate with a degree in Workforce Development and
Training."
Davenport started September 28, 2020. He states,
“This is a dream job. As a native southern Illinoisan and
a SIU-C graduate, I look forward to helping to grow one
of southern Illinois’ premier chambers of commerce
and help local business thrive.”
For more information contact the Carbondale
Chamber of Commerce at 618-549-2146.

As Fire Prevention Week approaches,
the City of Carbondale Fire Department reminds residents to
“Serve Up Fire Safety in the Kitchen!”

The City of Carbondale Fire Department is
teaming up with the National Fire Protection
Association® (NFPA®) - the official sponsor of
Fire Prevention Week for more than 90 years
- to promote this year’s Fire Prevention
Week campaign, “Serve Up Fire Safety in the
Kitchen!” The campaign works to educate
everyone about simple but important actions
they can take to keep themselves and those
around them safe.
According to NFPA, cooking is the leading
cause of home fires and home fire injuries in
the United States. Almost half (44%) of
report home fires started in the kitchen. Two
-thirds (66%) of home cooking fires start with
the ignition of food or other cooking
materials.

The City of Carbondale Fire Department
encourages all residents to embrace the
2020 Fire Prevention Week theme. Some
safety tips to keep you from having a cooking
fire:
Never leave cooking food unattended. Stay in
the kitchen while you are frying, grilling or
broiling. If you have to leave, even for a short
time, turn off the stove.
If you are simmering, baking, roasting, or boiling
food, check it regularly, remain in the home
while food is cooking, and use a timer to
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remind you that you’re cooking.
Be alert when cooking. You won’t be alert if you
are sleepy, have taken medicine or drugs, or
consumed alcohol that makes you drowsy.
Always keep an oven mitt and pan lid nearby
when you’re cooking. If a small grease fire
starts, slide the lid over the pan to smother
the flame. Turn off the burner, and leave the
pan covered until it is completely cool.
Have a “kid-free zone” of at least 3 feet around
the stove and areas where hot food or drink
is prepared or carried.
The City of Carbondale Fire Department has once
again joined forces with the International
Association of Fire Chiefs for the 32nd annual
“Change Your Clock, Change Your Battery”
campaign to save lives and prevent needless
injuries. The program urges everyone to
adopt a simple, lifesaving habit: change
smoke alarm batteries when changing clocks
back to standard time, this year on
November 1st.
Since 1988 all dwelling units in Illinois have been
required to have smoke detectors and
alarms. A recent amendment to the 30 year
old Smoke Detector Act reflects advances in
technology and provides that by 2022 newly
installed residential smoke alarms contain a
sealed 10-year battery. Because the battery

is sealed inside the alarm, it doesn’t need to
be replaced and cannot be removed. At the
end of its 10-year life cycle, the alarm will
automatically alert the homeowner to
replace the alarm.
The City of Carbondale Fire Department will
provide and install free a smoke detector as
well as replace smoke alarm batteries in any
person’s home in Carbondale that cannot
afford to purchase one. We strongly
encourage our citizens to take advantage of
this program. The City of Carbondale Fire
Department is doing its part to educate
about the importance of fire prevention, but
true safety lies with you and your willingness
to take the steps needed to protect your
home and family from fire. Our sincere hope
is that everyone starts working towards an
educated community protected from fire
devastation.
For more information about fire prevention,
please contact the City of Carbondale Fire
Department Administrative Office at 4573234 or like our Facebook page: City of
Carbondale Fire Department. For more
general information about Fire Prevention
Week and cooking fire prevention, visit
www.fpw.org.

SIU is celebrating Saluki Family
Appreciation Week Oct. 5-10
By Christi Mathis, SIUC

Saluki Family Weekend is becoming Saluki Family
Appreciation Week at Southern Illinois University
Carbondale in 2020. The weeklong celebration of
SIU students and their families begins Monday,
Oct. 5.
Escape your way to family fun

Spirit store and activities

There is the opportunity to show your Saluki
pride during the week and all year long. An
online Saluki family apparel store will offer a
variety of SIU items for sale from 8 a.m. Oct. 5
through 8 a.m. Oct. 16. Students can pick up
Even though some events are virtual due to the their orders at the Office of Student Engagement
COVID-19 pandemic, organizers have still found a at the Student Center, or delivery is also
way to bring Salukis and their families together
available. Profits from the sales will help benefit
for a good time. For instance, there is the Virtual the Saluki Strength Breast Cancer Scholarship
Escape Room game from 7 to 9 p.m. on Oct. 8,
Fund.
where participants work to solve puzzles as a
On Oct. 9, wear Saluki maroon regardless of
team during the “The Exit Files” escape room
challenge. Students and their families can team where you are, click a picture, and post it on
Instagram, Facebook or Twitter and tag
up or, if you join alone or with a small group,
@SIUGetInvolved.
organizers will place you on a team.
The Saluki Family Appreciation website also
Some puzzles are easy and some quite
offers other fun activities including:
challenging and game masters will be available to  Free downloadable Saluki coloring sheets.
offer hints and check the progress as players
 Links to fun, popular Saluki videos.
delve into the mystery that begins with a strange  Virtual movie night options featuring
email from an eccentric uncle who designs
talented Salukis. These movies, available on
games. The uncle hasn’t been seen in years, and
various streaming or rental services, all
the challenge is to solve his puzzles.
have one or more SIU alumni involved in
The game is open to the first 600 people to
their production.
register. You just need a computer with a current
browser - Chrome is recommended – to play.
Virtual Tailgate and Historic Saluki Football
Organizers will use Zoom to offer video or
Game
audience team conferencing; participants will get
the Zoom meeting link as your game starts.
While a full Saluki football schedule will not
happen this fall, a family weekend of football
Virtual 5K
including a virtual tailgate is set for Oct. 10. The
kick-off is 2 p.m. via YouTube for a historic SIU
The Saluki Family Virtual 5K is Oct. 10 and results football game from Homecoming 2002 as
can be submitted anytime that day -- from 5 a.m. the Salukis battle Western Illinois.
until 11:59 p.m. Prizes will be awarded to 10
participants who are selected by random
Be sure and get in the full spirit of the
drawing.
celebration by sharing photos of your Saluki gear
Register in advance on the Family Weekend
and at-home viewing setup using the hashtag
website any time before the race.
#SalukiVirtualGameDay for what will be a great
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practice run for the Salukis’ upcoming live
football game against Southeast Missouri State
on Oct. 23.
Families of the Week
This year SIU is selecting two Families of the
Week: one will be a legacy family, where one of
more parent or guardian is an SIU Carbondale
alumni. Each family will receive prizes including
Saluki swag, an exclusive visit with a campus
administrator and a two-night stay at the
Hampton Inn of Carbondale that is redeemable
through April 30, 2021. The university and New
Student Programs will also recognize the two
families.

Especially for current Salukis
Students can enjoy a variety of special activities
on campus throughout the week as well. They
can stop by Faner Plaza and fill out a postcard to
send home to their families and record a
message for the Saluki Family Appreciation Week
video anytime between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. on
Oct. 5 or Oct. 6. The Office of Student
Engagement will release the Saluki Message
Home video on its Facebook
page (@SIUGetInvolved) and post the message
on the website at 3 p.m. on Oct. 9.
Students can also pick their own design and have
it screen-printed onto a mask for free at Faner
Plaza from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Oct. 8.
For more details
Find the complete Saluki Family Appreciation
Week schedule and additional details online
at familyweekend.siu.edu.

CITY OF CARBONDALE
200 South Illinois Avenue
P.O. Box 2047
Carbondale, Illinois 62902—2047
(618) 549-5302

John M. Henry, Mayor
Jessica Bradshaw, Councilwoman
Jeff Doherty, Councilman
Lee Fronabarger, Councilman
Tom Grant, Councilman

The Carbondale Communique is written by the City of Carbondale
to provide residents and businesses with municipal news.

Carolin Harvey, Councilwoman

For more information on City Government visit:
www.explorecarbondale.com

Gary Williams, City Manager

WE ARE SOCIAL
Like us, Follow us, Watch us, Talk to us
@CarbondaleCity (Facebook)
@CarbondaleIL (Twitter)

Adam Loos, Councilman

Outdoor warning sirens are tested on the first
Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m. During inclement weathers, sirens will not be tested. If a
siren is sounded other than during a scheduled
test, this alarm indicates an actual emergency.
Remember that a watch means that conditions
are favorable for severe weather to develop and
a warning means that severe weather is occurring and you should take shelter immediately.

@CityofCarbondaleGovernment (YouTube)

Visit us online: explorecarbondale.com
Community Resource Directory
Water/Sewer/Refuse
City of Carbondale…………………………….(618) 457-3265
Emergency Hotline ………………………...…(618) 529-1731

Electricity
Ameren Illinois …………………………….… (888) 789-2477
Egyptian Electric …………………….……..…(618) 684-2143

Natural Gas
Ameren Illinois ………………….…………... (888) 789-2477

Telephone
Frontier Communications …………………. (877) 461-4088
Mediacom Communication ………………... (855) 633-4226

Television and Internet
Frontier Communications ………………....(877) 461-4088
Mediacom Communications ………………...(855) 633-4226
DirectTV ……………………………………...…(877) 644-1928
Dish Network ……………………………….…(855) 633-4226

Driver’s License
Illinois Secretary of State ………………...…(618) 457-0488

Rail Service
Amtrak …………………………………….…. (800) 872-7245

Motor Carrier
Greyhound Bus Line …………………….…...(618) 549-3495
Jackson County Mass transit ……………....(618) 549-0304
Saluki Express ……………………….…….... (618) 536-3351
West Bus Service …………………..………....(618) 549-3913

Air Service
Southern Illinois Airport ………………...….(618) 529-1721
Veterans Airport of Southern Illinois ...….(618) 993-3353
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