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With all eyes on its skies, Carbondale shines
Crowds from the weekend
Throughout the past year,
many people have forecasted Carbondale could see as
many as 50,000 to 60,000
people this past weekend.
Some predictions were
even higher.
D ow ntow n wa s a l i ve
with the type of energy locals have been pining for
some time.

can.
Saluki Stadium. Photo by Dustin Dun

Dustin Duncan
Carbondale Times
What eclipse seekers in Carbondale missed in totality Monday,
they made up with good spirits and
enthusiasm.
The view from Saluki Stadium
was partially blocked by a thick
cloud that wouldn’t separate itself
from the view of the sun, regardless
of how much a crowd of more than
14,000 people tried to will it pass.
The crowd, in the darkness at
1:22 p.m., chanted “no more clouds,”
and attempted to wave thousands
of “Saluki Dawg” fans at the clouds.
Maybe their hard work paid off, because just at the end of totality, there
were about two seconds when those
in the stadium could see the sun
blocked out by the moon. And then,
it was gone, leaving viewers with the
diamond-like shape, and the sky began to light up again.
“We hoped when we decided to
make the trip down to Carbondale
we would see the whole thing,” Diana Campbell of Waukegan said after the eclipse ended Monday.
“However, we still had fun and had a
great time here (Carbondale).”
Campbell and her husband, Bill,
decided back in February to make
the trip to Southern Illinois along
with their children, Ben, 9 and Susan-

na, 4. The family said they
avoided the high hotel prices by staying at a house in
Carbondale through Airbnb. They arrived in town
Friday and planned to
leave Tuesday.
Downtown Carbondale
Helen Marks of Springfield said she and her husband came
“The downtown hasn’t looked like
down to drop her daughter, McKenzie, off at SIU for the school year. this the entire time I’ve lived in CarThey decided at the end of July to bondale,” SIU senior Anthony Jeffrey said Sunday afternoon. “I wish it
camp out at Giant City Park and
would be like this all the time.”
check out the eclipse.
Business owners on The Strip
“We could see the clouds makseemed to have their hands full as
ing their way to the sun minutes bewell this past weekend. On Monday
forehand. Since we didn’t know what
morning, Mary Lou’s had a line of
else to do, we just started waving
about 45 people outside the door
our fans with everybody else,” Marks
waiting for breakfast, based on some
said. “We felt like we needed to do
social media accounts.
something.”
Curtis Conley, manager at PK’s,
During the build-up to totalisaid Saturday was the second-best
ty, the crowds were clapping and
day in the bar’s 62 years in business.
stomping their feet with excitement
“It’s been absolutely nuts,” he
just as if there was a Saluki football
said. “And no issues to speak of.”
game happening. When they got
Sally Carter, owner of Hangar 9,
those couple of seconds of hope,
called the weekend very busy, but
there were definitely several thouvery good.
sands “oh’s” and “ah’s” funneling
There were some, especially on
through Saluki Stadium.
social media, who said the descripThis sentiment seemed to be
tions of the large crowds descendshared by several ticket holders, as the
ing on Carbondale, coupled by the
stadium seats started to fill up around
stifling heat may have discouraged
12:50 p.m. Eventually, there were more
many local residents from attendthan 14,000 people ready for the asing events like Shadow Fest or the
trological event of the decade.

stage at the First Mid-Illinois Bank
parking lot.
Even if some locals didn’t make
it out, Shadow Fest on Sunday night
was full of people and the afternoon
sidewalks were crowded. The people
came from all over the country and
some from outside of the U.S. for the
special event.
Chris Higgins of Seattle was in
Carbondale Sunday with his wife
Debra and two children Tyler, 8, and
Michael, 4. He said he was impressed
with what Carbondale had
to offer and how well things
were organized.
“We got into town Wednesday and haven’t had to ask too
many questions about what to
do,” he said. “There is information everywhere. There hasn’t
been a moment yet where we’ve
felt lost or turned around.”
Higgins said his family
waited until August to have their
annual vacation for the eclipse,
although they booked their hotel more than a year ago. Even in
July 2016, he said he paid more
than $200 a night — for weekend
nights — to stay in Carbondale
this past weekend.

A couple who made the trip from
Toronto in Canada, said they didn’t
decide they were coming down until Aug. 13. Brian and Ashley Scales
made the 13-hour drive to Carbondale Thursday without a place to stay.
Brian said he was “floored” when he
couldn’t get a room in Carbondale or
any other place for less than $300.
“We’ve been sleeping in our car
since Thursday,” he said. “We decided this could be a once-in-a-lifetime thing, so why not go to the
place where it’s going to happen
the longest.”
Carbondale City Manager Gary
Williams said Sunday the weekend
was going really well. He said it was
easy to notice the uptick of people
each day as the city moved closer to
the eclipse date.
“Everyone seems to be in a good
mood,” he said. “Overall, it’s been a
very positive experience that has
gone smoothly.”
Southern Illinois can now take
a huge breath and return to its regular scheduled activities. That is,
until Monday, April 8, 2024, when
the city and region gets to do this
all over again with another total
solar eclipse.

Carbondale City Council Meeting Schedule
All regular meetings begin at 7:00 p.m. and will be held in City Council Chambers at the Carbondale
Civic Center. Any changes to this meeting schedule will be published in accordance with the Illinois
Open Meetings Act. Additional local government meetings are listed on the calendar on page 7.

October / November 2017
Tues, Oct 3

Tues, Oct 17

Tues, Nov 7

Tues, Nov 28

All Regular City Council Meetings

www.explorecarbondale.com

The Best of the Eclipse!
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We drove 2000 miles round trip from Toronto (with a detour to
near St Louis when our motel reservations had disappeared!)
to witness the eclipse. Everything but the inconvenient cloud
at the moment of totality was amazing. What my buddy
and I wanted to share with you was our thanks for all the
preparation you and your colleagues did: the organization was
impeccable, and the townsfolk were so proud of Carbondale,
as they showed in their hospitality. After wandering through
the core, we sat comfortably outside the Co-op and Bakery/
deli store, enjoying food and drink, yes, but especially the
owners and staff’s conversation and welcome. I can’t imagine
all the time and energy you put into making everything
happen, and we can’t wait to re-visit you in 7 years.

Snap Chatting it up
with the Mayor du
ring
the eclipse.

Dairy Queen

Family Fun Zone
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Shadowfest

“Thanks for having us in your
beautiful City and seeing the Great
Solar Eclipse 2017! See you in 2024,
Take care!” Arizona

The Best of the Eclipse!
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Downtown Carbondale

“Congratulations to SIU Carbondale and the City of Carbondale for their tremendous
planning for Eclipse 2017, and getting the national spotlight and a ton of visitors
down here and treating them beautifully. Kudos to the hundreds of local volunteers
without whom it could not have happened. ”
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The City of Carbondale Welcomes
New Employee Megan Brightharp
Megan was born and raised in
Atlanta, Georgia. She is a graduate of
Tuskegee University’s Robert R. Taylor
School of Architecture and Construction
Science where she earned her Bachelor
of Architecture. Afterwards she earned
her Master of Urban Planning degree
from the University at Buffalo’s School of
Architecture and Planning. Welcome to
Carbondale’s Planning Department!

We Are Social
Like Us, Follow Us, Watch Us,
Talk to Us
@ExploreCarbondale (YouTube & Facebook)
@Carbondale (Twitter)

Follow us on

What’s Going on in Carbondale

City gives to Southern Illinois Worship Center four pallets of water for the
Houston hurricane victims.

Carbondale Community High School celebrates first
responders.

The Southern Illinois University Carbondale Football Salukis stopped by
Parrish Elementary to welcome students to school and encourage them to
make good choices.

Women for Change hosts the first Unity in the Community event at Attucks Park.
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Mayor attends SIU Welcome Fest.

News on Main Street

Progressive Taste Tour
Back by popular demand, Carbondale Main Street will be
hosting a Progressive Taste Tour

on Thursday, October 19th from
6pm-10pm. Similar to the Progressive Patio Tours, this tour offers
community members the chance to
visit four different downtown businesses over the course of one evening. There is a $20 admission which
covers transportation, samples at
each location and a brief history of
Carbondale businesses. Participants
are welcome to purchase cocktails
and other menu items in addition
to the complimentary offerings.
The purpose of the Progressive

Tours is to showcase the diversity of cuisines and experiences in
downtown Carbondale. This tour,
guests will enjoy stops at The Varsity, Cristaudo’s and Street Bar with
an after party at The Cellar. For
more information or to purchase
tickets, please call 618-529-8040 or
visit Carbondalemainstreet.com.

Enjoy Halloween
Downtown
There is tons of family friendly
fun to be had in downtown Car-

bondale from 12pm-4pm on Saturday, October 28!
Start out by picking up a Candy
Walk Map at Carbondale Main
Street any time from 12pm-2pm
and then head in to participating
businesses for a fun daytime Trick
or Treat!
Then work your way down the
strip and end up at Mill St. and
Illinois Ave. just in time for The
Great Carbondale Pumpkin race!
This family friendly Halloween
event features several heats of
pumpkin racers careening down
Mill St. Members of the community are invited to build and decorate racers to compete for $100

in prizes. Registration begins at
1:00pm with races starting at
2:00pm.
2016 Olympic hammer thrower
and SIUC graduate, DeAnna Price
will be back this year with the Mallet-O-Justice to smash any “Cheater
Pumpkins” that don’t follow race
regulations.
Carbondale Community Arts
will once again be hosting their
ever-popular costume contest;
with prizes for different age groups,
families and more!
For more information, call
Carbondale Main Street at 618529-8040 or visit CarbondalePumpkinRace.com.

The Great Carbondale Pumpkin Race!

Haunted
Hayride

at Evergreen ParK
October 28
AND

October 29

Carbondale Trick-or-Treat Hours
Tuesday, October 31 from 5-8 p.m.

5:30-7:30 pm
$5.00 per person
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New Roll-Out Refuse Carts
Coming to Your Home Soon
The City is has ordered the
new roll-out refuse carts and expects to take delivery of them in
the later part of October. These
new carts will be distributed to
City refuse customers beginning
the last week of October; with
delivery to all customers being
completed before the Thanksgiving Holiday. Along with every
roll-out cart will be an instruc-

tion packet with information on
how to use the cart, where to
place the cart for collection, and
how to dispose of your old refuse/trash cans (if you so desire).
The distribution of roll-out carts
will take some time to complete;
accordingly the City greatly appreciates everyone’s understanding and patience as we move forward with this project.

Holiday Curbside Refuse &
Recycling Collection Schedule
City offices will be closed in
observance for the Veteran’s Day
holiday on Friday, November
10th. Refuse and Recycling collection for this week will be collected on your regularly scheduled day. Bag and bundle landscape waste will only be collected on Wednesday during Veteran’s Day week. The City also observes the Thanksgiving holiday
on Thursday, November 23rd.
This week’s Thursday Refuse and
Recycling route will be picked
up on Friday, November 24th. Also bag and bundle landscape
waste will only be collected on
Wednesday during Thanksgiving
week.

Notice of Seasonal
Leaf Collection
Carbondale’s Special Seasonal Leaf Collection Program will be
offered during the months of November, December, and the first
half of January. Calls for this special service will be accepted from
November 1, 2017, thru January 31, 2018. Before calling the

Maintenance and Environmental Services Office for pickup, residents desiring this special service should rake their leaves to
the edge of the street or curb.
Please be sure not to block sidewalks, streets, or rake leaves into
the ditches or gutters.
The fee during this Special
Seasonal Leaf Collection Program
period is $25.00 for each collection. The regular fee for this service outside the special service
period remains at $35.00.
Please call 457-3275 between
7:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday thru Friday to schedule this service;
be sure to leave both your name
& address and identify your request as “loose leaf collection”.
The regular Landscape Waste
Bag and Bundle program will
continue as usual during this
Special Collection Period. Those
desiring collection of bagged
leaves and grass, or bundles of
brush may continue to call 4573275 and leave your name & address and identify your request
as “bag and bundle” landscape
waste.

Tune into CityVision 16 to see the Carbondale
City Council meetings televised live or watch the
meetings streamed live on the city’s website:

www.explorecarbondale.com
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Ideas for Community
Improvements Wanted!
Every fall, the City of Carbondale solicits input and ideas from Community Members for projects and improvements that could enhance neighborhoods and the community. This input is an important part of the
City’s budgeting process and aids in the development of the City’s Five-Year Community Investment Program (CIP). The Five-Year CIP is the budget document that outlines the City’s construction projects for the
next five years; typical projects that are included in the CIP are infrastructure related projects such as: streets,
sidewalks, storms sewers, bicycle and pedestrian facilities, traffic signals, drainage improvements, public
buildings, parking lots, sanitary sewers, water mains, and waste treatment or waste water treatment plant
improvements.
The Five-Year CIP does not include maintenance related items such as: potholes, street resurfacing, signs,
pavement markings, traffic signal concerns, tree trimming, ditch maintenance, and the like; these concerns
can be reported to the Public Works Department by calling the Maintenance and Environmental Services
(MES) office at (618) 457-3275.
The City’s Engineering Division staff will review all project suggestions and formulate recommendations
for each suggestion. These recommendations will be reviewed by the City Council in November and decisions will be made on which projects should be included within the FY2019 Five-Year CIP. During the City’s
budget preparation process, which begins in January, staff will prioritize and match proposed projects with
available funds. After this process is complete, the draft Five-Year CIP will be presented for the City Council’s
consideration in the early spring.
If you would like to suggest an infrastructure project for consideration and inclusion within the Five-Year
CIP, please complete the form below and return it to the City’s Engineering Division at 200 South Illinois Avenue, Carbondale, IL 62091. Please be sure to include your contact information and the location and nature of
the project so that staff can contact you with any questions. The deadline for submission of proposed projects is October 27, 2017.

Community Investment Program (CIP)
Project Proposal
Name
Address
Telephone #
Project Location

Project Description

Please return completed form by October 27, 2017 to:
City of Carbondale, Engineering Division, 200 S. Illinois Ave., Carbondale, IL 62901
Completed forms can also be emailed to: CIPprojects@explorecarbondale.com

You and your family are fast asleep
when the smoke alarm sounds —
Do you know what to do?
Consider this scenario: It is 2
o’clock in the morning. You and
your family are fast asleep when
you awaken to the smoke alarm
sounding and the smell of smoke.
What do you do? If you and your
family don’t have a plan in place,
it could jeopardize your safety, or
even prove deadly.
In a typical home fire, you may
have as little as one to two minutes to escape safely from the time
the smoke alarm sounds. That’s why
home escape planning is so critical in a fire situation. It ensures that
everyone in the household knows
how to use that small window of
time wisely.
The City of Carbondale is joining
forces with the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) in promoting this year’s Fire Prevention
Week theme, “Every Second Counts:
Plan 2 Ways Out!” to better educate
about the critical importance of developing a home escape plan and
practicing it. Fire Prevention Week is
October 8-14, 2017.
In support of Fire Prevention
Week, the City of Carbondale Fire
Department encourages all households to develop a plan together
and practice it. A home escape plan
includes working smoke alarms on
every level of the home, in every
bedroom, and near all sleeping areas. It also includes two ways out
of every room, usually a door and a
window, with a clear path to an outside meeting place (like a tree, light
pole, or mailbox) that’s a safe distance from the home.
NFPA and the City of Carbondale Fire Department offer these

additional tips and recommendations for developing and practicing
a home escape plan:
• Draw a map of your home with all
members of your household, marking two exits from each room and a
path to the outside from each exit.
• Practice your home fire drill twice
a year. Conduct one at night and
one during the day with everyone
in your home, and practice using
different ways out.
• Teach children how to escape
on their own in case you can’t help
them.
• Make sure the number of your
home is clearly marked and easy for
the fire department to find.
• Close doors behind you as you
leave — this may slow the spread
of smoke, heat, and fire.
• Once you get outside, stay outside. Never go back inside a burning building.
To actively support this campaign the City of Carbondale Fire
Department will kick off National
Fire Prevention Week with an Open
House at Fire Station #2, located at
401 N. Glenview Drive, from 10:00
a.m. – 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, October 7th. Sparky will be present
for pictures with children and will
again provide free picture buttons.
Please stop by for a tour of the fire
station and give us an opportunity
to become better acquainted and
to inform you of our services. The
City of Carbondale Fire Department
will conduct fire drills at Parrish,
Thomas, Lewis, Carbondale Middle School, and Trinity schools and
along with the CCHS Lifesavers will
visit the schools for presentations.

In addition, the City of Carbondale Fire Department has once
again joined forces with the International Association of Fire Chiefs
for the 30th annual “Change Your
Clock, Change Your Battery” campaign to save lives and prevent
needless injuries. The program urges everyone to adopt a simple, lifesaving habit: change smoke alarm
batteries when changing clocks
back to standard time, this year on
November 5th. The City of Carbondale Fire Department will provide
and install free a smoke detector as
well as replace smoke alarm batteries in any person’s home in Carbondale that cannot afford to purchase
one. We strongly encourage our citizens to take advantage of this program. The City of Carbondale Fire
Department is doing its part to educate about the importance of fire
prevention, but true safety lies with
you and your willingness to take
the steps needed to protect your
home and family from fire. Our sincere hope is that everyone participates in one or more of these activities, and starts working towards
an educated community protected
from fire devastation.
For more information about Fire
Prevention Week program and activities, please contact the City of Carbondale Fire Department Administrative Office at 457-3234 or like our
Facebook page: City of Carbondale
Fire Department. To learn more about
this year’s Fire Prevention Week campaign, “Every Second Counts: Plan 2
Ways Out” and home escape planning, visit firepreventionweek.org.

October 2017 Calendar
Day/Date
Meeting
Time
The following meetings will be held at the Carbondale Civic Center, 200 S. Illinois Ave.,
and televised live on www.explorecarbondale.com.

Mon/9th 	Carbondale Park District Board
Tues/3rd, 17th	City Council
Tues/18th
Planning Commission

5:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Other Scheduled Meetings at the Carbondale Civic Center, 200 South Illinois Avenue

Mon/2nd
Human Relations Commission
Thurs/5th	Liquor Advisory Board
Thurs/19th
Sustainability Commission

5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Scheduled Meetings at Other Locations

Thurs/9th 	Carbondale High School District #165
7:00 p.m.
	CCHS Cafeteria, 1301 East Walnut St.
Wed/11th 	Library Boardof Trustees
4:30 p.m.
	Conference Room, 405 West Main St.
Thurs/14th 	Carbondale Elementary School Dist. #95 7:00 p.m.
	Carbondale Elementary School
	Administrative Center

November 2017 Calendar
Day/Date
Meeting
Time
The following meetings will be held at the Carbondale Civic Center, 200 S. Illinois Ave.,
and televised live on www.explorecarbondale.com.

Tues/7th, 28th	City Council
Tues/8th, 29th
Planning Commission
Mon/13th	Carbondale Park District Board

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

Other Scheduled Meetings at the Carbondale Civic Center, 200 South Illinois Avenue

Thurs/2nd	Liquor Advisory Board
Mon/6th
Human Relations Commission
Thurs/13th
Preservation Commission
Thurs/16th
Sustainability Commission

5:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Scheduled Meetings at Other Locations

Outdoor warning sirens are tested on the first Tuesday of each
month at 10:00 a.m. During inclement weather, sirens will not
be tested. If a siren is sounded other than during a scheduled
test, this alarm indicates an actual emergency. Remember that a
watch means that conditions are favorable for severe weather to
develop and a warning means that severe weather is occurring
and you should take shelter immediately.

Wed/8th 	Library Boardof Trustees
4:30 p.m.
	Conference Room, 405 West Main St.
Thurs/16th 	Carbondale High School District #165
7:00 p.m.
	CCHS Cafeteria, 1301 East Walnut St.
Thurs/30th 	Carbondale Elementary School Dist. #95 7:00 p.m.
	Carbondale Elementary School
	Administrative Center
City Hall Offices will be closed the following days:
		
November 10, November 23, and November 24, 2017.
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Hickory Ridge Senior
Golf Association

Veteran’s Day
9 Hole Scramble

27th AnnuAl

Celebrate the Holidays in Carbondale - Fantastic Fun for Everyone!
6:00pm, along Illinois Avenue, Carbondale

November 2, 2017 (Rain Date November 9)

Lunch at Noon • Tee-off at 1:00 pm
$50.00 per person/$200.00 per four-person team
Can't play 11/2? Donations are accepted!
Proceeds will benefit local veterans.
Call 549-4222 for more information.

December 2nd

CAll FOR
EntRIES!

• Marching Bands • Floats • Organizations •
Be a part of the
Biggest Lighted Parade in the regiOn!

The Carbondale Park District and the
SIU Student Programming Council present

Registration forms available at www.lightsfantasticparade.com

R&B, Motown, Soul & Funk
From Cairo, Illinois

Shryock Auditorium

glorious galas to cozy gatherings.

your event can come to life.
whatever the occasion, we have the space you need.

November 17, 2017

Carbondale Park District’s

Babysitters Clinic

This training can help you gain the skills you need to take
care of the kids in your neighborhood when their parents
cannot be with them. Created for young babysitters, our
training gives you the opportunity to sharpen your skills and
become a safe, reliable babysitter. Lunch is provided.
Rate: $40.00 (Resident $32.00); Times: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm
Ages: 11 - 17 (Call 549-4222 for more information.)
Session 1: October 9, 2017; Session 2: December 21, 2017

City of Carbondale
200 South Illinois Avenue
P.O. Box 2047
Carbondale, Illinois 62902-2047
(618) 549-5302
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John M. Henry, Mayor

Carolin Harvey, Councilwoman

Jessica Bradshaw, Councilwoman

Navreet Kang, Councilman

Jeff Doherty, Councilman

Adam Loos, Councilman

Tom Grant, Councilman

Gary Williams, City Manager

Carbondale Communiqué is written by the City of
Carbondale to provide residents and businesses
with municipal news.
For More Information on City Government:
www.explorecarbondale.com
Cable TV Channel 16

