Carbondale Public Library Board of Trustees
Wednesday, October 4, 2017
4:30 p.m.
MINUTES
Call to order.
Called to order at 4:30 p.m.

Meeting Room
405 West Main St.

Roll call.
Introductions, audience and visitors. Visitors are asked to introduce themselves at this time and present any
issues they wish to discuss. Visitors wishing to address specific agenda items will be granted two to five
minutes at the discretion of the President, not to exceed a total of twenty minutes. The Library Board may
cut short any comments that are irrelevant, repetitious, or disruptive. (Id. at 1425-26).
Present.
Philip Brown, President
Barbara Levine, Vice President (1)
Joyce Hayes, Secretary
Don Prosser, Treasurer (3)

Roland Person
Julian Pei
Harriet Simon (2)
Sharifa Stewart (1)
Susan Tulis (2)

Absent.
None.
The number following the Trustee’s name indicates the number of absences this fiscal year.
Staff present.
Diana Brawley Sussman, Library Director; Gwen Hall Grosshenrich, Finance Manager
Visitors present.
None.
President’s report.
1. Bylaws review and possible revision of Article IX (Trustee Attendance). No change was made to the
bylaws. Trustees who need absences excused in accordance with the bylaws may write a letter to the Board
President.
Secretary’s report.
1. Approval of the September 13, 2017 minutes. Susan Tulis motioned to approve the minutes. Barbara
Levine seconded. Revision needed in one sentence in the Librarian’s Report. MOTION passed
unanimously.
Correspondence and communications.
Discussed property tax appeals.
Financial report.
1. Approval of bills payable up to and including bills due October 16, 2017 to November 15, 2017. Some
bills are estimated, not yet received. Phone Macs has an e-rate-funded contract for cabling. They require
50% payment up front. E-rate will reimburse us 80% of project costs. Don Prosser made a motion to pay
bills, including half of the Phone Macs bill. Harriet Simon seconded. MOTION passed unanimously.
2. Acceptance of the financial report for September 2017. No property tax revenue has been received yet.
Philip Brown moved to accept the financial report. Roland Person seconded. MOTION passed unanimously.

3. Adoption of preliminary FY19 budget. The Library Director presented two potential budgets. Budget A
listed no levy increase. Budget B listed a small increase of 1.45% (a $15,000 increase). A home retailing for
around $150,000 saw a .50 reduction in taxes this fiscal year, as we did not raise the levy. If there is zero
growth in FY18, and the library increases its levy by 1.45%, that same house would see a tax increase of
about $2.50 per year.
Don Prosser made a motion adopting Budget B. Susan Tulis seconded. Philip Brown stated that he was not
in favor of increasing the levy. Don Prosser stated his opinion that the cost of government is not static. He
doesn’t think a 1.45% increase is anything to be embarrassed about, if anything it is conservative. He thinks
this budget is too tight. Barbara Levine pointed out that it would be prudent planning to do a small increase
and avoid needing a larger increase next year. The board reviewed the library’s history of not raising the
levy for multiple years. This practice put the library in a position of needing to raise the levy by 4.9% for
several years in a row. Even after those increases, the library did not have enough in reserves to get through
the first few months of the fiscal year without acquiring a bank loan, which cost around $1,000 in interest
and fees. In the library Director’s first year, she and two other full time staff members each took one month
of unpaid furlough and took other cost saving measures to stabilize the library, reversing the gap between
revenue and expenses. Philip Brown conceded that he was convinced. MOTION passed unanimously.
4. Adoption of FY19 levy. Julian Pei made a motion to adopt a levy of $1,046,953 (a 1.454% increase).
Roland Person seconded. MOTION passed unanimously.
Librarian’s report.
1. Building and grounds maintenance and construction. Maintenance Manager Jimmy Kalert is most likely
resigning. He has a job offer for an Engineering position in Nashville, Illinois. A new air conditioner had to
be installed in the Brush building. It cost $6,404.
2. Per Capita requirement: Review and discuss chapters 3-4 of the Trustee Facts File Third Edition.
Reviewed and discussed chapters 3-4 for per capita requirements. The board’s bylaws all comply and the
board abides by everything listed in both chapters.
Committee reports.
None.
Unfinished business.
None.
New business.
None.
Other.
Harriet Simon mentioned the Friends’ upcoming October book sale.
Adjournment.
Adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
Next Board Meetings for 2017 (all in Public Library meeting room, 4:30 p.m., second Wednesday of each
month): November 8, December 13.
Respectfully submitted:

Joyce Hayes, Secretary
Prepared by: Diana Brawley Sussman, Library Director

Carbondale Public Library Board of Trustees
Wednesday, November 8, 2017
4:30 p.m.
MINUTES

Meeting Room
405 West Main St.

Call to order.
Called to order at 4:30 p.m.
Roll call.
Introductions, audience and visitors. Visitors are asked to introduce themselves at this time and present any
issues they wish to discuss. Visitors wishing to address specific agenda items will be granted two to five
minutes at the discretion of the President, not to exceed a total of twenty minutes. The Library Board may
cut short any comments that are irrelevant, repetitious, or disruptive. (Id. at 1425-26).
Present.
Philip Brown, President
Joyce Hayes, Secretary
Don Prosser, Treasurer (3)
Harriet Simon (2)
Sharifa Stewart (1)
Susan Tulis (2)
Absent.
Julian Pei (1)
Roland Person (1)
Barbara Levine, Vice President (2)
The number following the Trustee’s name indicates the number of absences this fiscal year.
Staff present.
Diana Brawley Sussman, Library Director; Gwen Hall Grosshenrich, Finance Manager
Visitors present.
None.
Secretary’s report.
1. Approval of the October 4, 2017 minutes. Susan Tulis moved to approve minutes with two grammatical
corrections. Joyce Hayes seconded. MOTION passed unanimously.
Correspondence and communications.
None.
Financial report.
1. Approval of bills payable up to and including bills due November 16, 2017 to December 15, 2017. Bills
include payment of larger annual bills to IHLS and other vendors, as some property tax revenue has arrived..
Don Prosser made a motion to pay bills. Susan Tulis seconded. MOTION passed unanimously.
2. Acceptance of the financial report for October 2017. A large portion of property tax revenue has arrived
(rather late this year). Philip Brown made a motion to accept the financial report. Harriet Simon seconded.
MOTION passed unanimously.

Librarian’s report.
1. Building and grounds maintenance and construction. Two large new windows and one kitchen window
were shot with a high powered BB gun on Sunday, October 22nd. The police called the Director at 3:00 a.m.
with this information. Cartridges and BBs were found on the ground nearby, and on the ground and porch of
the house across the street at 403 W. Monroe. Replacement and labor will cost $547. This is less than our
insurance deductible.
The Director asked the board to take a look at the drywall along the upper floor of the library, which is in
disrepair, so that the situation can be discussed further at the December board meeting.
2. Per Capita requirement: Standards Chapter Review: As per the requirements, the library staff and at least
one trustee must review Chapter 12, “Safety,” of Serving Our Public 3.0: Standards for Illinois Public
Libraries, 2014 (75ILCS 10/8.1,1). Review the check list at the end of the chapter and report your findings.
This chapter was discussed. It was noted that the library installed a new fire detection system last year.
3. Per Capita requirement: Review chapter 5 of the “TRUSTEE FACTS FILE, third or fourth edition.” The
chapter was reviewed and discussed.
4. Other. Interviews are underway for the Maintenance Manager position. We may also begin to utilize
Goodwill’s Senior Community Employment Program, which places seniors in part time training positions at
no direct cost to the library as a host agency.
Committee reports.
None.
Unfinished business.
None.
New business.
1. Closing New Year’s Eve, 2017. We are scheduled to close at 3pm on New Year’s Eve, as usual.
However, the holiday falls on a Sunday, when our hours are 1pm-6pm. If open, we would be open for only
two hours. Joyce Hayes made a motion to close on New Year’s Eve 2017. Susan Tulis seconded. MOTION
passed unanimously.
Other.
Harriet Simon noted that the Friends Book Sale raised over $3,300.
Adjournment.
Next Board Meetings for 2017 (all in Public Library meeting room, 4:30 p.m., second Wednesday of each
month): December 13.
Respectfully submitted:

Joyce Hayes, Secretary
Prepared by: Diana Brawley Sussman, Library Director

CITY OF CARBONDALE, ILLINOIS
FOREIGN FIRE INSURANCE BOARD
MEETING MINUTES
SPECIAL MEETING
FEBRUARY 8, 2017. 8:00 AM
FIRE STATION #2, 401 N. GLENVIEW
PRESENT: CHIEF LOMAX, KEVIN MILLER, COURTNEY JOSSENDAL, JACOB EARLL, R. MILLER,
MATT W OZNIAK
ABSENT: DW Presley
GUESTS: None

CALL TO ORDER: CALLED TO ORDER 8:06

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: LOMAX MOTION TO APPROVE PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES.
EARLL 2ND. (6-0).
TREASURER’S REPORT: CURRENT BALANCE OF $20,609.01. OUTSTANDING EXPENDITURES OF
$3,773.18.CURRENT AVAILABLE BALANCE OF $16,835.83. CHIEF LOMAX MOTION TO APPROVE
TREASURE REPORT. K. MILLER SECONDS. (6-0)

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: NONE.
NEW BUSINESS: W ARDROBE FOR STA. 1 TABLED DUE TO 50% OF FUNDS BEING A LINE ITEM IN
CITY’S BUDGET. TO BE DECIDED BY MAY 1.
CHIEF LOMAX motion to spend $800.00 to fund 3 FFs at FDIC. Earll 2nds. (6-0)
Chief Lomax leaves meeting at 8:15.
K. Miller motions to spend $720.00 on 6 TVs for Sta. 2. Earll 2 nd. (4-1)
K. Miller motions to spend $240.00 on 6 TV mounting brackets for Sta. 2. Earll 2 nd. (4-1)
Purchase of new K12 Saw tabled.
Wozniak motion to spend $77.33 on purchase of new measuring wheel for Sta. 1. Earll
2nd. (5-0)
Jossendal Motion to add $2000.00 to Mediacom account. Earll 2nd. (5-0)
K. Miller motion to spend $1000.00 on Row Machine for Sta. 1. Earll 2 nd. (5-0)
Wozniak motion to spend $111.80 on 4 25lb Bumper weights for both stations. Jossendal
2nd. (5-0)

Guest Comments and Questions

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT: W OZNIAK MOTION TO ADJOURN MEETING AT 8:53.
JOSSENDAL SECONDS. (5-0)

Carbondale Human Relations Commission
Minutes – July 10, 2017
Carbondale Civic Center - 5:00pm
Commissioners Present: Joseph Brown, Jerrold Hennrich, Dora Weaver, Ted Gutierrez
Commissioners (Excused): Stephanie Brown, Karriem Shariati
Commissioners (Unexcused):
Guest Present: Elius Reed, Roseanna Dorsey
SIU-C Dept. of Public Safety Representative: None
Staff Present: City Manager Gary Williams, Chief Jeff Grubbs, Commission Secretary Courtney Beverly

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 5:10p.m. by Commissioner Hennrich.
MINUTES
Motion was made by Commissioner Hennrich and seconded by Commissioner Joseph Brown to approve
the minutes from the June 5, 2017 meeting. Motion carried. All Voted Aye. Corrections:
ANNOUNCEMENT
Human Relations Commission Annual Retreat location and schedule date.
Commissioner Weaver announced the SIUC Alumni 2017 Black Alumni Group Reunion, which is
scheduled for July 13-16, 2017.
Commissioner Weaver mentioned that on July 14, 2017 the SIUC Black Alumni Group Reunion will be
honoring John S. Holmes.

ISSUES
Commissioner Hennrich announced that the Carbondale City Council will honor Eric McMillan and the
Human Relations Commission will send a letter for Eric’s long service with the Carbondale Human
Relations Commission.

Motion was made by Commissioner Weaver and seconded by Commissioner Gutierrez to approve Eric
McMillan Letter from the July 10, 2017 meeting. Motion carried. All Voted Aye.

Public Education/HRC Website
Commissioner Weaver mentioned that she will schedule a meeting with the City Hall Information
Systems Department to gain access to the Human Relations Commission website and email account.
Commissioner Hennrich announced if Commissioner Joseph Brown can schedule a presentation about
The East St. Louis 1917 Centennial Commission & Cultural Initiative to the Carbondale Human Relations
Commission.

Public Forums/Events
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Mr. Reed addressed the May 31, 2017 Southern Illinoisan article regarding the current improvements
for downtown Carbondale and how many local residents from Carbondale are working on the
improvements prior to the Total Solar Eclipse?
Mr. Reed addressed the passing of the Illinois State Budget.
Mr. Reed mentioned the University of Illinois kidnapping case in Urbana-Champaign, Illinois.
Commissioner Joseph Brown mentioned that he will send the media links from The East St. Louis 1917
Centennial Commission & Cultural Initiative to the Human Relations Commission Secretary.
PROCESS ASSESSMENT
Sparrow Coalition Report
None To Report
Neighborhood Action Group Report
Sarah Heyer announced that the Neighborhood Action Group will not meet for the months of June and
July, but will meet on August 2, 2017.
Non-Violent Carbondale Project Report
Sarah Heyer announced that Diana Sussman the Chair of the Non-Violent Carbondale Project and
Director of the Carbondale Public Library, was announced as the 2017 recipient of the Illinois Library
Association Librarian of the Year Award.

There are 37 groups working on Non-Violent Cities projects and the group from Minneapolis/St. Paul,
Minnesota is flying Diana Sussman to consult with their organization in August.
Racial Justice Coalition
Commissioner Weaver announced that Dr. Elizabeth Lewin will be conducting a workshop for the Black
Alumni Group Reunion on July 14, 2017 beginning at 5pm which will be located at the SIU Student
Center.
Law Enforcement
Chief Grubbs announced that the Carbondale Police Officer’s Association presented a $1,000 check to
the Boys and Girls Club of Carbondale, Illinois.
Commissioner Weaver mentioned that she has met with Mr. Dennis White the Director of the Highway
Construction Training Program at John A. Logan about the program accepting new applicants into the
training program.
The Community Service Officers Program currently have vacancy and applications are available through
the Explore Carbondale website and City Hall Human Resources Department.

Items for City Council
None
ADJOURNMENT
Next meeting – August 7, 2017. There being no further business, Chair Hennrich closed the meeting, to
adjourn. All voted AYE. Motion carried.
Meeting adjourned at 6:05p.m.
Recorded by Courtney Beverly

Carbondale Human Relations Commission
Minutes – August 7, 2017
Carbondale Civic Center - 5:00pm
Commissioners Present: Joseph Brown, Jerrold Hennrich, Karriem Shariati, Dora Weaver, Stephanie
Brown
Commissioners (Excused): Ted Gutierrez
Commissioners (Unexcused):
Guest Present: Elius Reed, Deborah Woods, Catherine Field, Scott Martin, Roseanna Dorsey
SIU-C Dept. of Public Safety Representative: None
Staff Present: Chief Jeff Grubbs, Commission Liaison Courtney Beverly

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 5:02p.m. by Commissioner Hennrich.
MINUTES
Motion was made by Commissioner Hennrich and seconded by Commissioner Joseph Brown to approve
the minutes from the July 10, 2017 meeting. Motion carried. All Voted Aye. Corrections:
ANNOUNCEMENT
Commissioner Shariati introduced the Women For Change Organization and Deborah Woods to the
Carbondale Human Relations Commission.
On September 9, 2017 the Women For Change will be marching at Rock Hill Baptist Church beginning at
8 a.m.
Women For Change will meet on August 10, 2017 beginning at 10 a.m. located at the Eurma C. Hayes
Center.
Commissioner Stephanie Brown announced the donation of two sensory rooms for kids with special
needs which is located at the Dentmon Center in Carbondale, Illinois.
Mr. Reed announced that the Housing and Urban Development Secretary Ben Carson will be visiting
Cario High School on August 8, 2017.

The Annual Jackson County Democratic Dinner will be August 24, 2017 beginning at 6:30 p.m. located at
17th Street Barbecue in Murphysboro, Illinois.
Mr. Reed stated that during the Racial Justice Coalition Meeting that Margaret Nesbitt stated that they (I
Can Read Program) are looking for another place to move into because the people in the Eurma C. Hayes
Center want to put them in an undesirable location.
Mr. Scott Martin mentioned the discussion of the discontinuing of the Africana Studies Program at
Southern Illinois University.
Mr. Reed announced that Cario, Illinois schools will open on August 11, 2017.
Sarah Heyer announced that Keep Carbondale Beautiful will have schedule cleanups for August 12th
which is located at the Town Square Pavilion, August 19th located at Taco Bell and on August 26th located
at the Town Square Pavilion beginning at 9 a.m.
Chief Jeff Grubbs announced the Carbondale Super Splash Park’s Duck Derby which will be held on
August 12, 2017 beginning at 9:30 a.m.
ISSUES
None To Report
Public Education/HRC Website
Commissioner Weaver announced that she has met with the City Hall Information Systems Manager
Mark Jones on gaining access to the Human Relations Commission email account.
Commissioner Hennrich mentioned the Human Relations Commission Annual Retreat which will be held
at the Carbondale Civic Center beginning at 12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. on August 12, 2017.

Public Forums/Events
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Mr. Reed stated that he was informed by two SIU officials, that SIU Dr. Randy Dunn mention in a
statement that SIU will no longer recruit students north of I-70 at Effingham.
Mr. Reed addressed the Human Relations Commission regarding the June 1, 2017 Southern Illinoisan
article regarding the death of Pravin Varughese.
PROCESS ASSESSMENT
Sparrow Coalition Report
None To Report

Neighborhood Action Group Report
Sarah Heyer announced that the Carbondale Arbor District held there block party.
Keep Carbondale Beautiful will meet on August 10, 2017.
Sarah Heyer mentioned that the Neighborhood Alliance will review their goals for the upcoming year.
Non-Violent Carbondale Project Report
None To Report
Racial Justice Coalition
Catherine Field announced that the Racial Justice Coalition met on August 3, 2017 to discuss the Police
Substation at the Eurma C. Hayes Center and the discontinuing of the Africana Studies Program at
Southern Illinois University.
Commissioner Joseph Brown mentioned that the Metro-East Black Alumni Group will be meeting at the
East St. Louis Public Library at 1:00 p.m. on August 12, 2017 in East St. Louis, Illinois.
Law Enforcement
Chief Jeff Grubbs mentioned the completion of the Personal Safety for Women Classes.
Chief Jeff Grubbs addressed safety tips and parking locations for the Solar Eclipse Weekend.

Items for City Council
None
ADJOURNMENT
Next meeting – September 11, 2017. There being no further business, Chair Hennrich closed the
meeting to adjourn. All voted AYE. Motion carried.
Meeting adjourned at 6:55p.m.
Recorded by Courtney Beverly

CITY OF CARBONDALE, ILLINOIS
LIQUOR ADVISORY BOARD
Thursday, August 3, 2017 - 5:30 p.m.
Civic Center, 200 S. Illinois Avenue, Room 112
The City of Carbondale’s Liquor Advisory Board held a meeting on Thursday, August 3, 2017, in Room
112 of the Carbondale Civic Center, 200 South Illinois Avenue. Chair Monty called the meeting to order at
5:30 p.m. with the following-named members of the Board present/absent:
1.

Roll Call

Present: John Mills, Mark Robinson (entered at 5:32 p.m.), Steve Payne, Tasis Karayiannis, David Cisco,
and Donald Monty
Absent: None
A quorum was available to take action on the agenda items. City Staff present for the meeting included City
Clerk Jennifer Sorrell, City Attorney Jamie Snyder, Assistant City Attorney Brandon Woudenberg, Fire
Inspector Tom Manis, and Police Chief Jeff Grubbs.
2. Approval of Minutes from July 6, 2017
D. Cisco moved, J. Mills seconded, to approve the minutes of July 6, 2017. VOTE: All voted aye; motion
declared carried.
3. Application for a Class D3 liquor license (senior living facility; consumption on premises only)
from The Landings of Carbondale, LLC d/b/a The Landings at Reed Station Crossing at 2100
Reed Station Parkway
Autumn Doan was present to respond to Board inquiries regarding the application. She stated that there
will be a two drink maximum and residents can purchase alcohol to keep and consume within their private
residences.
M. Robinson moved, J. Mills seconded, to approve an application for a Class D3 liquor license from The
Landings of Carbondale, LLC d/b/a The Landings at Reed Station Crossing at 2100 Reed Station
Parkway. VOTE: All voted aye; motion declared carried.
4. Discussion of a Proposed Amendment to Liquor Code Sections 2-5-1 and 2-5-3 as it Relates to
Standards of Conduct
City Attorney Jamie Snyder reviewed each section of the proposed liquor code amendment. An ordinance
from Cape Girardeau, Missouri regarding the same issue was used as a template to create language that is
applicable to the City of Carbondale. Patrons of local businesses are exiting the premises and causing
problems on other private or public property. City Attorney Snyder stated that these are chronic issues and
not isolated incidents which could potentially put it in the category of a chronic nuisance. This seems to
be occurring more frequently and, for certain establishments, more frequently than others with a low level
of cooperation. He feels that these establishments are not taking the reasonable steps to keep these acts
from happening and the proposed amendment would make these businesses more responsible for the acts
of their patrons even after leaving their establishment and moving on to other public/private property.

Police Chief Jeff Grubbs gave an explanation of the changes in enforcement from 2007 forward. A
previous ordinance did not require responsibility for violations outside of the licensed premises. The
ordinance was recently upgraded to include private property connected with the licenses premises (i.e.
parking lots). Chief Grubbs stated that this proposed amendment has benefitted Cape Girardeau where
they have seen great improvement since being enforced.
Board members discussed the proposed amendment and expressed concern on the following:
 Will the language used from Missouri apply to the statutes of Illinois?
 Can this type of regulation be upheld in court?
 Foreseeable trouble if it ever reaches court.
 How can we hold a business owner accountable for activity that occurs on other property
that they have no authority over?
 Possibility of unequal treatment/selective enforcement.
 Enforcement difficulties.
 How does a business change its operation to avoid being penalized?
 The proposed language being too broad.
Board members agreed with the intent of the proposed amendment, but would feel more comfortable if it
were cleaned up with consideration to the comments and concerns that were discussed. The amendment
can be brought to the Board a second time for review before placing it on the City Council agenda for
consideration.
MOTION: To direct City Staff to strengthen the language of the proposed amendment with consideration
to the comments and concerns voiced by Board members and present said amendment to the Board before
it is placed on the City Council agenda. D. Cisco moved, M. Robinson seconded. VOTE: All voted aye;
motion declared carried.
5. Citizens’ Comments
None.
6. Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m.
Next Liquor Advisory Board Meeting Date: September 7, 2017

_______________________________
Jennifer R. Sorrell, City Clerk

_____________________________
Date Approved
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MINUTES
Preservation Commission
Monday, June 19, 2017
City Hall/Civic Center – 7:00 p.m.

1.

Roll Call: Mr. Clark called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.
Members Present: Wren, Clark, Doherty, Ittner, and Zurlinden
Members Absent: Comparato, Sigler, Van Awken, and Benedict
Staff Present: Lawrence
Guests: Bruce Ashby

2.

Approval of Minutes: Mr. Wren moved to, and was seconded by Ms. Doherty, approve
the minutes of May 22, 2017.
The motion to approve the minutes passed with a unanimous voice vote.

3.

Communication and Reports:
a) Educational and Technical Assistance Committee
Ms. Ittner spoke about the trip with the children from SIU Developmental Center. Ms.
Ittner, Mr. Wren and Ms. Lawrence all attended the trip which included the children
eating breakfast at Mary Lou’s and then walking to the train station to learn about
Carbondale history and Daniel Brush. The children had a great time and really seemed to
enjoy the trains and the information. Ms. Ittner alos shared that she spoke to a group from
Trinity Christian School the following week, where she gave them information about
Daniel Brush and the history of Carbondale as well. There will be more follow up with
Kelly from Trinity school in the fall to expand the history lessons with the children. Ms.
Ittner spoke about different things that could be shared with the children in the future
about Carbondale history and local history.
Ms. Ittner spoke about the Snider Hill cemetery group and mentioned that if any of the
Preservation members would like to go out and volunteer that it might be helpful. It was
then suggested that information about the cemetery might be acquired from Carbondale
Township or the Jackson County Historic group because Snider Hill is a private cemetery
and does not have to be registered. Ms. Ittner will check with the Jackson County
Historic group and Mr. Zurlinden will check with Carbondale Township for any maps of
the cemetery. Ms. Ittner stated that she has been unable to locate any maps in the church
1

records. Whether or not there were any records of payment for the cemetery plots was
then discussed and Ms. Ittner stated that those records are not public records just church
records. It was also noted that the Jackson County Historic group has scanned all of the
pictures and records that have been provided to them from Preservation and the church.
Mr. Clark and Ms. Ittner then discussed the upkeep and preservation of the cemetery and
what needs to be done to the grounds. This is something that cannot be contracted out
but must be done through the church. The church and families of people buried in the
cemetery are concerned about who cares for the grounds because of past vandalism. Mr.
Clark stated that as things get discussed, it would be great if Ms. Ittner would pass on
updates from the Church so that the Preservation Commission can become more involved
in the process. Mr. Zurlendin asked why the grounds were given to a private owner
instead of possibly being annexed into the City. Ms. Ittner stated that she did not think
that annexation would have been a good solution at the time because of the private parties
involved.
b) Nomination and Hardship Committee
Nothing to report.
c) Work Plan Committee
Nothing to report.
d) Annual Work Plan Monthly Review
Ms. Lawrence stated that at the May meeting the Commission asked to add a monthly
review of the annual work plan to the agenda. She included June, July and August, which
includes the CLG Report which is completed, the Communique articles and when they
would need to be completed for publishing into the next issue and there are currently no
activities scheduled for August. Mr. Zurlinden asked if the articles for the Communique
needs to be approved by the whole committee before publishing. Mr. Clark asked if the
Commission would write articles that would be themed based for certain types of the year
and activities. It was noted that these articles could be used to get residents involved in
preservation programs and to give spotlights on historic sites and oral histories. Mr.
Zurlinden spoke about doing an eclipse related article for the August Communique and
giving the history of Carbondale with the 1919 eclipse. Mr. Clark asked the Commission
who would be interested in authoring the article for the next Communique. It was decided
that Mr. Zurlinden and Mr. Wren would work together to prepare an article and
information on the 1919 eclipse history. It was also suggested that homes that were in
Carbondale in 1919 or before that time be incorporated into the article.
e) Certificate of Appropriateness Committee
Nothing to report.
f) Founder’s Park Subcommittee
2

Mr. Clark stated that the group met, which included John Williams, Bruce Ashby, Ed
Van Awken, Tom Grant and himself. They decided that they would have bi-monthly
meetings until they can get things moving with Founder’s Park. The committee decided
to plan the project development in phases because of those who might be willing and able
to donate money to the park. They discussed having a five year plan to get the park
together. The discussed the possibility of a theater being built and having someone come
in to discuss the construction of the theater and seating. They also discussed the entrance
of the park and the fencing that might be included surrounding the park. The next
meeting will be held on July 10th and they will be discussing their next steps that they
need to take moving forward.
Mr. Clark asked if the subcommittee members could get copies of the PowerPoint
presentation presented to City Council and previous memos and documents that
Preservation Commission put together in the past. Ms. Lawrence and Mr. Clark discussed
getting these materials for the members and what Ms. Lawrence’s role will be in relation
to the subcommittee. Having the land surveyed and who could possibly take on that task
was also discussed. Mr. Wren asked if the committee had reached out the Lee
Fronabarger yet and Mr. Clark stated not at this time. Ms. Lawrence asked if the
committee decided to include public input into the park, Mr. Clark stated that after the
framework is laid they would include the public in the process. Mr. Lawrence and Mr.
Clark discussed the layout of the park grounds including the skate park and what has
already been decided by City Council and the Carbondale Park District. It was decided to
send an invitation to Kathy Renfro to attend the next meeting to discuss what the Park
District has decided.
f) Founders’ Day Subcommittee
Nothing to report.
4.

Old Business:
a) Mr. Wren discussed the Historic Property Poster Project for the Solar Eclipse, he
stated that he currently had about forty images for the project and what he is planning
on doing with the pictures.
b) Ms. Lawrence stated that she has not received any new information on the letter to
Mr. Fronabarger.

5.

New Business:
Nothing to report.

6.

Comments by the Public, Commission Members or Staff:
Ms. Lawrence stated that she was asked to investigate who had done the last historical
inventory but the company is no longer in business.
3

Ms. Lawrence also shared a letter from the Department of the Interior and a certificate
from the department.
7.

Adjournment:
Mr. Clark adjourned the meeting at 8:09 p.m.
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MINUTES
Preservation Commission
Monday, September 18, 2017
City Hall/Civic Center – 7:00 p.m.

1.

Roll Call: Mr. Sigler called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.
Members Present: Clark, Doherty, Ittner, Sigler, Van Awken, Benedict and Zurlinden
Members Absent: Wren
Staff Present: Lawrence and Brightharp
Guests: Bruce Ashby, Tom Grant, John Dungan, John Priester, and Cara Recine

2.

Approval of Minutes: Ms. Ittner moved to, and was seconded by Mr. Clark, approve the
minutes of June 19, 2017.
The motion to approve the minutes passed with a unanimous voice vote.

3.

Communication and Reports:
Mr. Sigler asked for a motion to move the Certificate of Appropriateness hearings to the
beginning of the meeting. Mr. Clark motioned for the COA’s to be heard first, seconded
by Ms. Ittner.
The motion to move the Certificate of Appropriateness hearings passed with a unanimous
voice vote.
a) Certificate of Appropriateness Committee
1. COA 18-02 Varsity Center for the Arts Marquee Lighting: The Varsity has
submitted a request for approval of the occasional use of color lettering and/or
imagery on the marquee.
Cara Recine, Executive Director for the Varsity Center for the Arts (VCA),
came forward to request the use of color lettering and imagery on the Varsity
Center marquee. Ms. Recine stated that there are no plans to use the marquee
for over-the-top graphics but rather to draw more attention to the facility and
let people know what is happening at the VCA. Ms. Recine stated that they
might like to use color and images occasionally for holidays or city events and
provided the Commission with examples.
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Mr. Van Awken asked Ms. Recine if they would make it as flashy as other
digital signs within the City and Ms. Recine stated that would not be the case
at the Varsity; they plan to use only tasteful imagery and nothing overly
distracting.
Mr. Sigler stated that when the marquee was first put up that there were
concerns about the intensity of the lettering and images and the possibility of
distracting downtown drivers. Mr. Sigler wanted to make sure that there was a
plan to control the brightness of the sign to keep it from being a distraction at
night. Ms. Recine stated that they would control not only what was shown on
the marquee but also the brightness by not using the chasers on the marquee.
She also explained that she would be sure to test the sign in the evening to
make sure it is not too distracting and she invited the Commission to drive by
and judge the use of images and color lettering for themselves.
Ms. Lawrence stated that the original plans for the Varsity restoration were
changed when it came before the Zoning Board of Appeals to request more
signage and larger signage. This request was approved at the time with a
provision stating that additional sign allotment would also need approval from
by the Preservation Commission Certificate of Appropriateness Committee.
Ms. Lawrence stated that if limiting the use of imagery and color on the board
to specific dates / times is something that the Commission wants to consider
that these restrictions need to be included in the Certificate of Appropriateness
COA) as well as any limitations on intensity or animation. She also noted that
it could be difficult to enforce these kinds of provisions.
John Dungan, from T. Ham Sign Inc. stated that he had installed the sign at
the Varsity and could provide information about the specific sign for the
Commission. Mr. Dungan stated that IDOT’s safety standards for that specific
type of sign and the Varsity’s proximity to the roadway allows for a ten
second hold time without animation. He also stated that the software can be
programed for the intensity of the signs to change throughout the day based on
the daylight and street lights. There was then a discussion about how the
images would appear on the screen and how they would change from image to
image as well as what would be used at the Varsity specifically. Also
discussed was the image hold time for the City versus IDOT.
Mr. Sigler stated that the Commission really needs to carefully consider what
they decide with the regulations because of how this may impact other
businesses’ use of images. Ms. Lawrence stated that they Varsity is held to
different standards because of the historic designation of the VCA versus
other businesses in the downtown area. Mr. Zurlinden then asked if other
historic buildings in the downtown area would be required to request a COA
in order to use this type of sign as well. The process of reviewing all kinds of
COAs on a case by case basis was then discussed.
Ms. Benedict asked if the Varsity had a committee that would determine what
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images and colors would be used and Ms. Recine stated that they VCA Board
has given her that responsibility and she would be making the choices
personally.
Mr. Zurlinden asked what exactly the COA should state in order to ensure that
the sign continues to be operated as mandated by the Preservation
Commission in the event that there are changes within the Varsity’s
organizational structure. Ms. Lawrence stated that her recommendation would
be to make the COA specific and based upon IDOT’s. Ms. Recine agreed with
being specific in the issuing of the COA. There was then more discussion
about what the specifics would be and what types of images would be used.
Ms. Lawrence suggested the possibility of regulating the amount of space that
an image can take up on the screen, but noted that this might be difficult to
monitor and enforce.
Ms. Lawrence discussed issuing a COA for a six month trial period in order to
see how the signage looked and allow the Commission see the marquee with
the proposed changes and make a decision for a longer COA in the future.
Whether or not this was an appropriate course of action was then discussed.
Mr. Sigler asked if there were any more questions or concerns. There were
none. Mr. Sigler stated that the Commission would now have to decide what
limitations to place on the COA and to draft the letter letting the Varsity
Center for the Arts know what was decided. Ms. Recine stated that if the
Commission needs any more information or any concerns they could contact
her while drafting the COA.
Mr. Sigler asked for the limitation that need to be set for the COA and a
motion for the COA. Ms. Lawrence stated that she would look up any
standards that IDOT might have so that they could be added into the
limitations. The limitations that would be placed on light intensity and images
were then discussed. Ms. Lawrence suggested letting the temporary COA run
until the January Preservation Commission Meeting when the Commission
could discuss a permanent COA.
Mr. Sigler asked for a motion to grant a ninety day temporary COA to the
Varsity Center for the Arts in order to see how the signage would operate, the
intensity that would be used at the different times of day, and the types of
imagery that would be used. The Commission will be able to review the
function of the marquee during this time and consider how to properly draft a
permanent COA for the usage of color and images on the VCA sign. Mr.
Clark motioned, seconded by Mr. Van Awken.
The motion to grant a temporary COA to the Varsity Center for the Arts passed
with a unanimous voice vote.
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2. COA 18-03 207 West Jackson Street Awning Replacement and Façade
Repairs: SIH has submitted a request for replacement of the awnings and
additional building repairs.
John Priester, Systems Director of Facilities at Southern Illinois Healthcare,
spoke about the property at 207 West Jackson Street and the awnings that are
at that location. Mr. Priester stated that there are a lot of issues that need to be
addressed including changing the awnings to to vinyl instead of fabric and
repairing some of the masonry work on the side and front of the building. He
stated that the color that they had chosen for the awnings would be SIH blue
and that the repairs would be in keeping with the historical nature of the
building.
Mr. Sigler asked if there were any questions or concerns. Mr. Grant suggested
that rather than using modern materials for the repairs, they should use lime
putting mortar which will preserve the historic brick. Mr. Priester stated that
he would pass that information along to the company doing the work. Mr. Van
Awken stated that he was concerned about using vinyl for the awnings. Mr.
Dungan explained that it would last longer than fabric awnings because it
would not mold after a couple of years of use. He also shared that there is an
eight year color warranty on the vinyl awnings. There was then discussion
about different types of awnings and what has been used at the property in the
past.
Ms. Lawrence presented history on the property and what had been issued as
far as loans and repairs. She also stated that she had taken pictures of other
awnings in the Historic Town Square area for the Commission to compare.
Ms. Lawrence also read the portion of the Architectural Preservation
Guidelines that applies to awnings.
Whether or not the type of awnings that SIH proposed falls within the design
standards for the Downtown area was then discussed. There was still concern
about using vinyl and the way the color might look with the over time. Mr.
Sigler then asked about what colors that would be used to repaint the
storefront of the building. Mr. Priester stated they would be using the same
color scheme that currently exists on the façade.
Ms. Lawrence stated that the COA would cover the replacement of the
awnings, stair railings and signage with blue vinyl, the second point would be
the repair on the brickwork throughout the façade, and finally repainting the
storefront façade as necessary with the existing color scheme. Mr. Zurlinden
motioned to pass the COA with the standards stated by Ms. Lawrence,
seconded by Ms. Ittner.
The motion was passed with a unanimous voice vote.

4

b) Educational and Technical Assistance Committee
Nothing to report.
c) Nomination and Hardship Committee
Nothing to report.
d) Work Plan Committee
Nothing to report.
e) Annual Work Plan Monthly Review
1. September: Outreach for Preservation Recognition Program and Promotion
via Communique - When the next edition is published and who
would write the articles for the Preservation Commission was
discussed. Mr. Zurlinden volunteered write the articles with help
from other members for the submission of properties for the
Preservation Awards that he will have ready at the October 6th
meeting.
2. October: Mid-Year Review of Work Plan
3. November: Communique Article (Due Nov 10th for Dec/Jan edition)
4. December: No activities
f) Founders Park Subcommittee
Mr. Sigler stated that Mr. Comparato had resigned from the Commission and was no
longer a member of the subcommittee. Ms. Lawrence stated that a new Commission
member would be appointed at the next City Council meeting, her name is April
McCreary. Ms. Lawrence gave some background on Ms. McCreary and what types of
community members the Preservation Commission must have serving.
Mr. Grant presented a PowerPoint presentation to the Commission that the Historic
Park Advisory Committee had put together for the City Council. The presentation
gave a background on the Commission’s involvement with Founders Park from the
beginning. There was information on how to move forward with Founders Park by
using outlets at SIU and John A. Logan and drawing inspiration from the fencing at
Woodlawn Cemetery. The possibility of using an information kiosk to give historical
background for the park with local and national events was also discussed as well as
the possibility of incorporating a circular flag site for flag raising ceremonies. The
committee has reached out to different groups for help with materials, construction of
the park, and programing of the kiosk.
Mr. Grant stated that the advisory committee is requesting that Council officially
name the property Founders Park and permit the installation of a temporary placard
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identifying the site as “Founders Park - Under Development.” They also would like to
look at displaying a funding sign to draw interest to the park and other ways to
possibly raise funds for that site. Mr. Grant also highlighted the importance of the
Commission maintaining an advisory role in the development of the site. There was
more discussion about what the advisory committee is hoping for with the future of
the park and getting the community involved with fund raising for the site, similar to
what the Carbondale Park District did with the Splash Park. Utilizing the site for
Performing Arts and drawing the community in with performances at the park was
also discussed. The contents of the PowerPoint presentation was then discussed and
Mr. Grant stated that if the Preservation Commission wanted to move forward with
the presentation to City Council that it would be on the agenda for October 3rd.
Mr. Sigler asked if anyone had any questions for the advisory committee and for a
motion to present the presentation to City Council. Mr. Van Awken motioned,
seconded by Mr. Zurlinden.
The motion was passed with a unanimous voice vote.
g) Founders’ Day Subcommittee
Nothing to report.
4.

Old Business:
a) Ms. Lawrence stated that she has not received any new information on the letter to
Mr. Fronabarger. Mr. Sigler stated that he would resend the letter to Ms. Lawrence.

5.

New Business:
Nothing to report.

6.

Comments by the Public, Commission Members or Staff:
Ms. Lawrence stated that, prior to the eclipse, the City of Carbondale had cleaned and
replaced several of the plexi-glass panels on the historical displays in the Downtown area.
Ms. Lawrence also stated that there are a few Commissioners who are up for renewal of
their appointments on the Preservation Commission. Justin Zurlinden and Kathy
Benedict need to submit a letter of interest to the mayor’s secretary, stating that they wish
to renew membership.
Ms. Lawrence requested permission to share the Commissioner’s emails with the Illinois
Association of Historic Preservation Commissions as part of the City’s recent renewal in
the program.
Ms. Lawrence also introduced the new city planner, Megan Brightharp, who will be
taking over as the Executive Secretary for the Preservation Commission.
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7.

Adjournment:
Mr. Sigler adjourned the meeting at 8:51 p.m.
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